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Extract  from  Chapter  i66,  Laws  of  1895. 

Being  the  act  incorporating  the  Trustees  of  Scenic  and  Historio 
Places  and  Objects,  now,  bv  chapter  302  of  the  Laws  of  1896^  en- 
titled The  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic 
Places  and  Objects." 

"  Section  6.  Said  corporation  shall  annually  make  to  the  legis- 
lature a  statement  of  its  affairs,  and  from  time  to  time  report 
to  the  legislature^  by  bill  or  otherwise,  such  recommendations 
as  are  pertinent  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created,  and  may 
act  jointly  or  otherwise  with  any  persons  appointed  by  any  other 
state  for  similar  purposes  as  those  intended  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  act,  whenever  the  object  to  be  secured  or  purpose  sought 
to  be  accomplished  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  and  any  other 
state,  or  can  only  be  attained  by  such  joint  action." 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and 
Historic  Places  and  Objects. 


New  York  City,  March  26,  1900. 
To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

In  pursuance  to  the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  Society  for 
the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects  by 
its  bill  of  incorporation  (chapter  166  of  the  Laws  of  1895),  the 
Society  has  the  honor  to  present  the  following  annual  report  to 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York: 

The  present  oflficers  and  trustees  of  the  Society  are  as  follows: 

OrFICERS. 

President,  Hon.  ANDREW  H.  GREEN,  214  Broadway,  New 
York. 

Vice-President,  CHARLES  S.  FRANCIS,  Esq.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
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Treasurer,  GEORGE  F.  KUNZ,  Esq.,  15  Union  Square,  New 
York. 

Secretary,  EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL,  Esq.,  Tribune  Build- 
ing^ New  York. 

TRUSTEES. 

1.  Hon.  ANDREW  H.  GREEN,  New  York. 

2.  CHARLES  S.  FRANCIS,  Esq.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

3.  GEORGE  F.  KUNZ,  Esq.,  New  York. 

4.  EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL,  Esq.,  New  York. 

5.  Hon.  HENRY  E.  HOWLAND,  New  York. 

6.  FREDERICK  W.  DEVOE,  Esq.,  New  York. 

7.  SAMUEL  PARSONS,  Jr.,  Esq.,  New  York. 

8.  WALTER  S.  LOGAN,  Esq.,  New  York.  ; 

9.  EDWARD  P.  HATCH,  Esq.,  New  York. 

10.  Col.  HENRY  W.  SACKETT,  New  York. 

11.  WILLIAM  ALLEN  BUTLER,  Esq.,  New  York. 

12.  FRED  S.  LAMB,  Esq.,  New  York. 

13.  Hon.  ROBERT  L.  FRYER,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

14.  Hon.  THOMAS  V.  WELCH,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

15.  JOHN  HUDSON  PECK,  Esq.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

16.  Hon.  HUGH  HASTINGS,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

17.  THOS.  R.  PROCTOR,  Esq.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

18.  Prof.  L.  H.  BAILEY,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

19.  WM.  H.  RUSSELL,  Esq.,  New  York. 

20.  CHAS.  F.  WINGATE,  Esq.,  New  York. 

21.  RICHARD  T.  DAVIES,  Esq.,  New  York. 

22.  WM.  VAN  VALKENBURG,  Esq.,  Bergen  Fields,  N.  J. 

23.  ABRAHAM  G.  MILLS,  Esq.,  New  York. 

24.  EDWARD  PAYSON  CONE,  Esq.,  New  York. 

25.  To  be  filled. 
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During  the  past  year  we  have  lost  two  valued  members  of 
the  board  of  trustees  by  death — George  Rogers  Howell,  Esq., 
State  Archivist,  who  died  April  4,  1899,  and  Wm.  H.  Webb,  Esq., 
who  died  October  30,  1899. 

OBJECTS  AND  MEMBERSHIP. 

This  Society  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1895 
(chapter  166),  under  the  title  of  "  The  Trustees  of  Scenic  and 
Historic  Places  and  Objects."  By  chapter  302  of  the  Laws  of 
1896,  the  title  was  changed  to  The  Society  for  the  Preservation 
of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects."  The  corporation  is 
composed  of  public-spirited  men  a.nd  women  associated  for  the 
acquisition,  as  public  trustees,  of  places  and  objects  worthy  of 
preservation,  either  on  account  of  their  natural  beauty  or  their 
identification  with  the  annals  of  the  State.  Its  purposes  are  '^to 
acquire  by  purchase,  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest,  historical  ob- 
jects or  memorable  or  picturesque  places  in  the  State,  hold  real 
and  personal  property  in  fee  or  upon  such  trusts  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  donors  thereof  and  said  corporation,  and  to  im- 
prove the  same,"  solely  for  the  public  use  and  benefit.  The 
Society  also  co-operates  with  other  organizations  throughout  the 
State  for  the  erection  of  monuments  and  memorials,  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  natural  scenery  from  disfigurement,  for  the  creation 
of  public  parks  for  the  health,  comfort  and  recreation  of  the 
people,  and  for  the  improvement  and  beautification  of  cities  and 
villages. 

Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  the  Society,  after  appli- 
cation to  or  invitation  by  the  board  of  trustees,  upon  election  and 
payment  of  an  annual  due  of  five  dollars  in  advance.  Any  person 
may  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  |100  at  one  time, 
or  a  patron  by  the  donation  of  real  or  personal  property  to  the 
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value  of  |500.  The  Society  invites  to  membership  public-spirited 
men  and  women  who  are  in  sympathy  with  its  objects,  and  stands 
ready  to  lend  them  its  advice  and  collaboration  in  every  worthy 
undertaking  for  the  maintenance  of  the  patriotic  traditions  of  the 
State  and  for  the  preservation  of  its  historic  memorials. 

THE  PALISADES. 

One  of  the  most  successful  efforts  of  the  Society  during  the 
past  year  has  been  for  the  preservation  of  the  Palisades.  This  re- 
markable scenery  is  a  perpendicular  and  apparently  columnar 
wall  of  trap-rock,  varying  from  300  to  500  feet  in  height,  battle- 
menting  the  western  shore  of  the  Hudson  river  from  Fort  Lee, 
1^.  J.,  northward  about  13J  miles  to  Piermont,  N.  Y.  (See  plate 
A.)  About  ten  miles  of  it  lies  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  remainder  in  the  State  of  New  York.  At  the  base  of  this  ex- 
traordinary mural  escarpment  is  a  steep  slope  of  debris,  or 
talus,"  formed  during  long  centuries  by  the  crumbling  of  the 
cliffs  under  the  action  of  the  elements.  The  top  of  the  ridge  is 
a  long  narrow  table  land  not  over  three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide 
in  places,  sustaining  a  scant  growth  of  trees.  Back  of  this  cy- 
clopean  battlement  lies  a  smiling  landscape  of  verdant  fields  and 
valleys,  little  suspected  by  the  traveler  sailing  along  its  frown- 
ing front.  From  its  summit  one  obtains  a  varied  and  charming 
picture,  extending  from  the  second  largest  city  in  the  world  on 
the  south  (see  plate  B),  to  the  picturesque  little  suburban  villages 
on  the  north,  while  the  famous  American  Khine  flows  so  far  be- 
neath him  that  the  river  craft  are  diminished  in  the  perspective 
to  the  proportions  of  children's  toys. 

This  noble  work  of  creation,  famous  throughout  the  world,  has 
of  late  years  been  the  object  of  a  commercial  vandalism  so  ex- 
tensive as  to  threaten  its  serious  impairment  if  permitted  to  con- 
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tinue.  The  offenders  have  been  the  quarrymen  who  have  found 
these  cliffs  a  profitable  source  from  which  to  obtain  material  for 
paving  and  crushed  stone  for  roadmaking.  (See  plate  C.) 
acute,  at  length,  had  become  the  evil,  and  so  barren  of  results  had 
been  the  efforts  for  its  abatement,  that  on  the  ITth  of  June,  1899^ 
Governor  Theodore  Eoosevelt  of  ^ew  York  State,  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green.  President  of  this  Society^ 
requesting  him  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  act  in  behalf  of 
the  State  of  Xew  York  in  conjunction  with  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Foster  M.  Voorhees  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  to  devise  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  Palisades. 
In  accordance  therewith  the  president  appointed  the  following 
members  of  the  Society  as  commissioners  to  represent  the  State 
of  New  York:  Frederick  W.  Devoe,  Fred.  S.  Lamb,  Abraham  G- 
Mills,  George  F.  Kunz  and  Edward  Payson  Cone.  Mr.  Green^ 
who  was  also  president  of  the  Niagara  Falls  State  Reservation 
Commission,  consented  to  be  an  honorary  member  of  the  com- 
mission. 

During  the  next  seven  months  the  representatives  of  this  State 
held  frequent  joint  conferences  with  the  commissioners  of  the 
State  of  Xew  Jersey,  namely.  F.  W.  Hopkins  of  Alpine,  X.  J.; 
Miss  Elizabeth  Vermilye  of  Englewood,  X.  J.;  W.  A.  Linn  of 
Hackensack.  J.;  S.  Wood  McClave  of  Edgewater,  X.  J.,  and 
Miss  Cecelia  Gaines  of  Jersey  City,  X.  J.,  with  the  result  that 
they  jointly  agreed  upon  a  statement  of  facts  and  recommenda- 
tions in  relation  thereto  which  they  transmitted  to  their  respec- 
tive State  authorities.  The  report  of  the  commissioners  of  this 
Society  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  Governor  Roosevelt.  December  12,  1899,  and  by  him  to 
the  Legislature,  is  given  in  full  in  Appendix  A,  of  this  report. 
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Soon  after  the  presentation  of  the  Palisades  report,  the  Society 
Becured  the  introduction  into  and  passage  by  the  Legislature  of 
a  bill  "  To  provide  for  the  selection,  location,  appropriation  and 
management  of  certain  lands  along  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson 
river  for  an  interstate  park  and  thereby  to  preserve  the  scenery 
of  the  Palisades.''  This  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  by 
the  Governor  of  ten  commissioners,  five  of  whom  shall  be  resi- 
dents of  this  State,  to  be  styled  "  Commissioners  of  the  Palisades 
Interstate  Park."  The  commissioners  are  empowered  to  select, 
and,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  acquire  such  lands  along 
the  river  front,  from  the  Kew  Jersey  state  line  on  the  south  to 
Piermont  creek  on  the  north,  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  State  park  and  preserving  the 
scenic  beauty  of  the  Palisades;  and  to  lay  out  and  maintain  the 
park  "  in  such  manner  that  it,  together  with  such  park  as  may 
be  established  by  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey,  shall  form  a  continu- 
ous park,  the  intention  of  this  act  being  to  provide,  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey,  for  the  establishing  of  a  park  along 
the  entire  front  of  the  Palisades  from  Fort  Lee  in  Xew  Jersey,  to 
the  termination  thereof  in  this  State,  and  thereby  preserving  the 
scenic  beauty  of  the  Palisades." 

On  March  22d,  Governor  Roosevelt  signed  the  New  York  bill; 
and  on  the  same  day,  the  Xew  Jersey  Senate  passed  a  correspond- 
ing bill  in  concurrence  with  the  House  and  sent  it  to  Governor 
Voorhees.  As  the  latter  has  expressed  himself  in  accord  with 
the  purposes  of  the  bill,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
he  will  sign  it.  The  New  Jersey  bill  is  not  as  broad  as  the  New 
York  law,  but  is  regarded  a  good  working  measure,  and  the  two 
taken  together  form  the  first  definite  and  effective  step  thus  far 
jointly  taken  by  the  adjoining  states  for  the  conservation  of  one 
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of  the  most  beautiful  and  impressive  scenic  features  of  the 
Hudson.* 

LAKE  GEORGE  BATTLEFIELD. 

On  April  17,  1899,  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  the  Hon.  Wm. 
J.  Morgan,  authorized  this  Society  to  represent  his  department 
in  making  an  examination  of  and  report  upon  the  property  in 
the  town  of  Caldwell,  county  of  Warren,  purchased  by  the  State 
to  commemorate  the  battle  of  Lake  George.  In  pursuance  of 
this  authority,  the  president  appointed  a  committee  of  three  trus- 
tees who  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  reservation  in  Sep- 
tember, 1899.  This  report,  embodying  a  great  deal  of  valuable 
information  concerning  the  history  and  physical  aspect  of  the 
State  property  and  its  environments,  and  illustrated  with  views 
and  maps  made  expressly  for  this  purpose,  is  appended  in  full  to 
this  report.  (See  appendix  B.)  Their  report,  having  received  the 
unanimous  approval  of  the  board  of  trustees,  was  transmitted  to 
the  Comptroller  under  date  of  March  6,  1900.  On  March  8th,  a 
bill  introduced  in  the  Assembly  by  the  Hon.  Chas.  H.  Hitchcock, 
appropriating  |15,0U0  for  the  purchase  of  additional  laud  on  this 
historic  site,  was  reported  favorably  and  is  now  awaiting  final 
action.  We  bespeak  for  this  bill  the  favorable  consideration  of 
both  the  Assembly  and  Senate. 

In  order  that  the  property  already  acquired,  with  such  addi- 
tional land  as  may  be  purchased,  may  properly  be  cared  for,  and 
that  its  historic  significance  may  fully  be  developed,  it  should 
be  committed  to  the  custodianship  of  &ome  competent  and  re- 

*  Just  as  this  report  is  being  closed  (March  26,  1900),  the  announcement  is  made  in  the 
public  prints  that  the  quarries  of  Carpenter  Brothers,  about  a  mile  north  of  Fort  Lee, 
N.  J,,  where  the  greatest  destruction  of  the  Palisades  has  taken  place,  are  extending 
their  plant  in  anticipation  of  a  busy  season.  A  new  quarry  has  been  opened  a  short 
distance  below  the  old  one,  and  here,  during  the  past  week,  the  quarrymen  have  made 
a  new  attack  on  the  beautiful  cliffs.  In  order  to  facilitate  their  work,  they  have  con- 
structed a  new  gravity  railroad  for  the  rapid  transportation  of  the  stone  to  the 
crushers  on  the  shore. 


16  [Assembly 

sponsible  body  of  men  who  will  relieve  the  Comptroller  of  the 
petty  details  in  connection  therewith,  and  who  will  devote  to  it 
the  studious  and  intelligent  attention  which  it  requires.  The  So- 
ciety for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Ob- 
jects is  peculiarly  adapted  to  such  a  duty,  being  a  quasi-official 
body,  incorporated  by  a  special  act  which  holds  it  accountable 
to  the  Legislature  in  an  annual  report  and  which  privileges  it  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  Legislature,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
at  any  time.  Embracing  as  it  does  in  its  membership  representa- 
tives of  the  principal  historical,  literary,  scientific  and  artistic 
societies  of  the  State,  it  is  singularly  well  qualified  for  the  ap- 
propriate treatment  of  the  property  in  question,  as  a  piece  of 
natural  scenery  and  as  an  historical  site,  without  an  expenditure 
for  professional  services  greatly  in  excess  of  what  the  Legislature 
may  be  disposed  to  grant. 

In  this  capacity  of  public  trustee,  the  Society  is  now  custodian 
of  the  State  reservation  of  the  battlefield  of  Stony  Point,  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  which  it  has  in  hand  important  plans;  and  we 
recommend  that  in  a  similar  way,  the  battlefield  of  Lake  George 
be  entrusted  to  the  care  of  this  corporation.  By  such  a  dispo- 
sition of  the  property,  the  State  will  retain  full  ownership  and 
control,  while  the  Society  will,  without  expense  to  the  State,  de- 
vote its  time  and  attention  to  the  administration  of  such  funds 
as  may  be  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  or  donated  through 
the  Society's  influence  by  private  citizens,  for  the  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  reservation. 

STONY  POINT  BATTLEFIELD. 

As  stated  in  our  last  annual  report,  the  State  in  January,  1899, 
purchased  and  entrusted  to  the  care  of  this  society  33.7  acres 
of  the  Stony  Point  Peninsula,  made  famous  by  General  Anthony 
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Wayne's  brilliant  military  exploit  during  the  American  Revolu- 
tion. During"  the  summer  a  committee  of  the  society  made  a 
careful  examination  of  the  property,  and  on  December  9.  IS^HK 
presented  the  report  which  is  given  in  full  in  Appendix  C.  This 
was  followed  by  the  introduction  in  the  Senate  this  year  of  a  bill 
appropriating  for  the  improvement  of  the  reservation  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  original  appropriation  for  purchase, 
amounting  to  §3,500.  This  bill  passed  the  Assembly  last  year 
without  opposition,  but  was  not  acted  upon  in  the  Senate.  As 
this  sum  of  |3,500  was  saved  to  the  State  by  the  assistance  of 
this  society  in  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  property, 
and  as  the  money  is  required  to  make  the  grounds  accessible 
to  the  public  and  to  give  a  practical  value  to  the  |21,500  already 
expended,  we  most  earnestly  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  neces- 
sity and  justice  of  the  very  modest  reappropriation  asked  for. 
Meanwhile  this  Society  has  placarded  the  reservation  with  signs 
of  warning  to  trespassers,  and  employs  at  its  own  expense  a 
watchman  to  protect  the  State's  property  from  depredation. 

WATKINS  GLEN. 

Xo  seaboard  State  surpasses  Xew  York  in  her  wealth  of  nat- 
ural scenery.  Between  the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  George  on  the 
east  and  Niagara  Falls  on  the  west  lies  another  beauty  spot  in 
the  county  of  Schuyler — the  famous  Watkins  Glen.  This  fas- 
cinating place,  as.  individual  in  its  character  as  the  Falls  of 
Niagara  or  the  Mammoth  Cave  of  Virginia,  lies  near  the  head 
of  Seneca  lake,  in  the  outskirts  of  the  village  of  Watkins.  It 
consists  really  of  a  number  of  glens  or  sections  rising  one  above 
another  (see  plate  D),  forming  a  series  of  rocky  arcades,  galleries 
and  grottoes,  subterranean  at  times^  and  again  widening  out  into 
vast  amphitheatres,  presenting  a  beautiful  combination  of  glen, 
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mountain,  lake  and  yallev.  Its  general  course  is  east  and  west* 
its  total  length  about  three  miles,  and  its  altitude,  from  deepest 
cleft  to  mountain  summit,  about  800  feet.  Through  this  gigantic 
ravine  flows  a  limpid  stream  which  leaps  from  lofty  heights  in 
beautiful  cascades  (see  plate  E)  and  winds  itself  through  a  tor- 
tuous channel  to  Seneca  lake,  half  a  mile  beyond.  The  glen 
comprises  a  superficial  area  of  about  500  acres. 

On  June  7,  1899,  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  by  the  preced- 
ing Legislature,  Governor  Roosevelt  appointed  a  commission  to 
establish  a  State  reservation  embracing  this  famous  scenery. 
The  commission  consists  of  Jonas  S.  Van  Duser,  William  H. 
Wait,  John  Allen  Clute,  James  B.  Rathbone  and  William  B. 
Osborne.  In  the  first  week  of  March,  1900,  the  commission 
recommended  to  the  Legislature  and  secured  the  introduction  of 
a  bill  appropriating  about  |90,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  the  bill  is  now  pending.  On  the  7th  of  that  month, 
by  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,  the  sec- 
retary of  this  Society  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Senate  finance  committee  urging  favorable  action  upon  the  bill, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  such  action  will  be  taken.  iThe  bill  is  not 
to  be  classed  in  the  large  category  of  "  local  measures."  The 
sentiment  in  its  favor  is  as  strong  at  the  extremities  of  the  State 
among  those  who  appreciate  the  rare  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the 
spot  as  among  the  residents  of  Schuyler  county,  possibly  sti'onger, 
for  familiarity,  due  to  proximity,  oftentimes  breeds  an  indiffer- 
ence which  does  not  exist  at  a  distance.  The  fame  of  the  glen 
is  w^orld  wide,  and  pride  in  it  can  no  more  be  localized  than  our 
pride  in  Niagara.  We  are  persuaded  that  within  two  years  the 
reservation,  administered  on  business  principles,  can  be  made  to 
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yield  an  income  of  2J  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  price,  and  within 
five  years  o  per  cent.,  from  hotel  and  similar  privileges;  and  the 
purchase,  therefore,  would  involve  practically  no  net  outlay  or 
increase  of  taxation. 

We  respectfully  submit  that  this  bill  imposes  no  burden  upon 
the  State.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  promotive  of  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  people  and  is  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  which  has  risen  to  a  more  adequate  appreciation  of  our 
treasures  of  natural  scenery  and  of  our  duty,  by  State  owner- 
ship as  far  as  possible,  to  preserve  them  in  their  native  beauty 
for  our  own  enjoyment  and  that  of  future  generations. 

PHILIPSE  MANOR  HALL,  YONKERS. 

During  the  past  year  another  attempt  to  mutilate  the  Philipse 
Manor  hall,  in  Yonkers,  has  again  evoked  the  remonstrance  of 
this  Society.  The  southern  part  of  this  venerable  building  was 
erected  as  early  as  1682,  and  its  northern  extension  was  added 
in  1745.  (See  plate  F.)  It  is  built  of  brick  imported  from  Hol- 
land and  is  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  State's  most  ancient 
buildings  and  one  of  its  best  preserved  specimens  of  Dutch 
Colonial  architecture.  It  possesses  great  interest  on  account  of 
its  associations  with  the  name  of  General  Washington  and  other 
distinguished  guests  during  the  war  for  independence;  but  its 
greatest  interest  inheres  in  its  history  prior  to  the  RerOlution. 
It  stands  almost  alone  in  representing  in  this  country  the  feudal 
system,  which  dominated  all  Europe  in  the  middle  ages,  and 
which  had  a  temporary  tenure  in  the  new  world  after  the  settle- 
ment of  this  colony.  In  the  early  history'  of  New  York  State 
there  were  but  three  great  manors  having  the  peculiar  feudal 
rights  w^hich  centered  in  the  lord  of  the  manor  the  legislative, 
•executive  and  judicial  authority,  and  converted  the  occupants  of 
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the  land  into  his  servants.  These  were  the  Philipse  manor,  the 
V-m  Cortlandt  manor  and  the  Van  Rensselaer  manor.  The 
manor  house  in  Yonkers  is  the  citadel  of  the  Philipse  manor, 
and,  in  its  quaint  antiquity,  stands  as  a  picturesque  reminder 
of  the  stately  social  life  of  colonial  days  and  a  silent  memorial 
of  an  exotic  political  system  which  the  free  soil  and  atmosphere 
of  the  new  world  refused  to  sustain. 

In  1868  the  then  village  of  Yonkers  bought  the  building  for 
$44,000  and  converted  it  into  a  city  hall.  In  1895  there  was  a 
movement  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  upon  this  site,  and 
on  November  26,  1895,  the  trustees  of  this  Society,  in  compan;^^ 
with  other  organizations,  addressed  to  the  mayor  an  emphatic 
protest  against  the  mutilation  of  the  manor  hall  or  further  en- 
croachment upon  the  historic  grounds.  These  remonstrances  tem- 
porarily checked  the  unpopular  movement.  Within  the  past  few 
months  another  project  for  an  addition  to  the  manor  hall  has 
again  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  community  and  evoked  from 
this  Society  the  following  letter: 

Xew  York,  Fehruanj  13,  1900. 
The  Hon.  .Leslie  Sutherland,  Mayor  of  tJw  City  of  Yonkers,. 
Tankers.  X.  Y.: 

Dear  Sir. — The  trustees  of  this  Society  having  been  apprised 
of  a  movement  by  the  common  council  of  your  city  for  the  erec- 
tion of  an  addition  to  your  historic  manor  house,  now  used  as 
a  city  hall,  have  requested  me  to  communicate  to  you  their 
respectful  remonstrance  against  the  proposed  enlargement. 

It  is  possible  that  from  daily  association  with  this  remark- 
able building  the  proposers  of  the  alteration  have  become  too 
familiar  with  it  to  realize  its  value  as  one  of  the  famous  antiqui- 
ties of  the  Hudson.  This  picturesque  and  substantial  bujlding, 
standing  in  its  pristine  quaintness,  possesses  for  every  citizen  of 
the  United  States  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  settlement  of 
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this  State  a  value  as  an  object  lesson  vastly  beyond  the  utili- 
tarian requirements  of  the  building  for  a  city  hall.  There  are 
in  America  few  relics  of  colonial  times  comparable  with  it;  and 
we  venture  to  express  our  earnest  hope  that  you  may  find  other 
means  for  accommodating  the  growing  needs  of  your  city  govern- 
ment, and  that  this  venerable  landmark  may  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  its  original  form,  an  unmutilated  memorial  of  the 
founders  of  our  State  and  an  undisfigured  monument  to  the 
founders  of  your  city. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

ANDKEW  H.  GREEN, 

Presidetit. 

This  latest  attempt  to  violate  the  better  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity by  the  disfigurement  of  one  of  the  State's  most  highly 
prized  antiquities,  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  placing  the  build- 
ing at  once  beyond  danger,  by  committing  it  to  the  care  of  some 
such  corporation  as  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic 
and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,  which  will  hold  it  in  trust  for 
the  people,  with  a  due  regard  for  its  inestimable  historic  value. 

MORRIS  MANSION. 

On  March  21,  1900,  a  hearing  was  held  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Improvement  of  New  York  city  upon  a  numerously  endorsed 
petition  for  the  purchase  by  the  city  of  the  Morris  (or  Jumel)  man- 
sion, on  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  street,  Manhattan  borough. 
This  house  was  built  before  the  War  for  Independence  by  Roger 
Morris,  and  is  connected  by  a  thread  of  romantic  history  with  the 
Philipse  Manor  house  before  referred  to.  Morris  was  a  comrade- 
in-arms  of  George  Washington  at  Braddock's  defeat  in  1755,  and 
his  rival  for  the  heart  of  Mary  Philipse,  heiress  of  the  Lord  of 
Philipse  Manor.  Morris  beat  Washington  in  the  game  of  hearts, 
but  within  20  years,  W^ashington  made  his  headquarters  in 
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Morris'  elegant  mansion,  from  which  the  master  and  mistress  had 
lied,  attainted  of  treason  to  the  new  Republic.  The  house  subse- 
quently became  and,  until  her  death  in  18G5,  remained  the  resi- 
dence of  the  widow  of  Aaron  Burr,  better  known  as  Madame 
Jumel  from  the  name  of  her  former  husband.  The  property  is 
now  occupied  by  Gen.  Ferdinand  P.  Earle  and  family.  On  March 
20,  1900,  the  secretary  of  this  Society  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  Hon.  Maurice  F.  Holahan,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Improvements: 

New  York  City,  March  20,  1900. 
Hon.  Maurice  F.  Holahan,  President  of  the  Board  of  PiMic  Im- 
provement, City  of  Neio  York: 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  (Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and 
Historic  Places  and  Objects,  held  at  the  office  of  the  President, 
the  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green,  January  11,  1900,  a  resolution  waa 
unanimously  adopted  approving  of  the  purchase  by  the  city  of  the 
Morris  (or  Jumel)  mansion,  on  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  street, 
New  York,  formerly  Washington's  headquarters. 

This  endorsement  proceeds  from  a  realization  of  the  lament- 
able fact  that  the  "  march  of  improvement  "  on  Manhattan  island 
has  swept  away  almost  every  object  personally  identified  with 
"  the  Father  of  His  Country."  There  remain  here  only  three  build- 
ings with  which  Washington  was  personally  associated — the 
Morris  mansion,  in  which  he  made  his  headquarters  in  the  birth- 
year  of  American  Independence;  Fraunces'  tavern,  in  which  be 
bade  farewell  to  his  officers  at  the  conclusion  of  the  War  of  the 
Kevolution;  and  St.  Paul's  chapel,  in  which  he  worshipped  after 
his  inauguration  in  this  city  as  First  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Of  these  three — the  mansion,  the  tavern,  and  the  church — the 
church  is  safe.  The  property  value  of  the  tavern  has  become  so 
enhanced  by  its  location  as  to  make  its  acquisition  for  patriotic 
purposes  all  but  hopeless.  There  is  yet  time  to  save  the  mansioa 
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before  the  increase  of  values  shall  render  its  purchase  by  the  city 
impossible. 

This  mansion  is  the  most  perfect  specimen  of  genuine  colonial 
architecture  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  a  delight  to  the  eye,  an  ob- 
ject lesson  to  the  mind,  and  a  patriotic  inspiration  to  the  soul. 
The  dignity  of  the  edifice  itself,  enhanced  by  its  superb  location, 
is  in  harmory  with  the  lofty  ideals  suggested  by  the  name  of  him 
who,  during  that  brief  but  historic  period,  made  it  his  head- 
quarters. Preserved  as  a  patriotic  memorial,  it  will  be  worth  as 
a  teacher  a  hundred  thousand  times  its  cost  in  dollars  and  cents. 

It  is  our  only  Washington's  headquarters,  and  civic  pride 
should  drive  us  to  preserve  it  before  it  is  too  late.  We  most 
earnestly  hope  that  Morristown,  X.  J.,  Xewburgh,  X.  Y.,  and 
other  country  towns,  with  their  Washington  headquarters  con- 
verted to  public  uses,  will  not  longer  be  permitted  to  put  this 
great  Metropolis  to  shame. 

Very  obediently  your  servant, 

EDWARD  HAGAMAX  HALL, 

Secretary. 

FEAUNCES'  TAVERN. 

Two  other  buildings  in  Xew  York  city,  for  the  preservation  of 
which  this  Society  has  lent  its  influence,  are  Fraunces'  tavern 
and  the  Poe  cottage. 

The  former  is  a  brick  building,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Pearl 
and  Broad  streets,  within  the  limits  of,  although  not  contem- 
poraneous with,  the  ancient  cit}'  of  Xew  Amsterdam.  It  was 
built  by  one  of  the  DeLancey  family  about  the  year  1706,  and  be- 
came, under  the  ownership  of  Samuel  Fraunces,  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  houses  of  public  entertainment  of  the  Revolutionary 
])eriod  and  the  meeting  place  of  most  of  the  great  men  of  that 
day.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Xew  York  was 
organized  there  in  1768.  On  August  23,  1775,  it  was  penetrated 
by  a  solid  shot,  one  of  a  broadside  from  the  British  war  ship 
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*^\sia."  Following  the  triumphal  entry  of  the  Americans  into 
the  city,  November  25,  1783,  it  was  the  scene  of  a  series  of 
brilliant  fetes  given  by  Gov.  Clinton  in  honor  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  and  on  December  4,  1783,  in  this  building  Washington 
bade  farewell  to  his  officers. 

THE  POE  COTTAGE. 

The  Poe  cottage  is  a  diminutive  frame  structure  on  the  Kings- 
bridge  road,  Fiu'dham  hill,  in  the  borough  of  the  Bronx.  From 
1846  to  1849  it  was  the  last  home  of  the  illustrious  American 
poet,  Edgar  Allan  Poe,  and  within  its  lowly  walls  he  created  some 
of  his  most  wonderful  works.  Here,  after  the  death  of  his  beauti- 
ful wife  in  January,  1847,  he  produced  the  famous  poems  The 
Bells,"  "  Ulalume,"  To  Helen,"  "  Annabel  Lee,"  "  To  My 
Mother,"  "  For  Annie,"  and  his  prose  compositions  "  The  Domain 
of  Arnheim,"  Landor's  Cottage,"  and  "  Eureka."  The  most 
enthusiastic  work  for  arousing  public  interest  in  the  Poe  Cottage, 
Fraunces'  Tavern  and  the  Morris  Mansion  has  been  performed  by 
public  spirited  women,  with  whom  this  Society  is  cooperating 
and  who  are  now  formulating  plans  for  becoming  a  Women's 
Auxiliary  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  His- 
toric Places  and  Objects. 

FORT  GEORGE,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

During  the  past  year,  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  this 
Society,  the  city  engineer  of  New  York  city  has  designated  upon 
the  official  map  of  the  city,  as  Fort  George  Park,"  the  historic 
ground  at  the  northern  termini  of  Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues, 
Manhattan  borough,  on  which  Fort  George  stood  during  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  a  committee  of  the  Trustees  of  this 
(Society  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  National  Sculpture 
Society  in  regard  to  the  proper  monumenting  of  the  same. 
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OLD  AND  NEW  NAMES. 

Closely  allied  to  the  preservation  of  historic  objects  is  the  main- 
tenance of  the  historic  names  of  old  towns,  villages  and  streets, 
and  the  appropriate  naming  of  new  ones.  During  the  past  year, 
this  Society  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  remonstrate 
against  proposed  and  actual  mutilation  and  obliteration  of 
^ancient  landmarks  in  the  local  nomenclature  of  the  State.  This 
spirit  of  larcenous  innovation,  tending  to  rob  towns  and  their 
thoroughfares  of  historic  appellations,  generally  proceeds  from 
one  or  more  of  three  causes — an  ignorance  of  the  historical  sug- 
gestiveness  of  an  old  name,  a  false  idea  of  euphemism,  or  a  tran- 
sitory fancy  due  to  current  events.  As  an  illustration  of  the  first 
may  be  cited  the  effort  to  substitute  the  name  of  Rhinecliff  for 
Rhinebeck — against  which  change  the  trustees  of  this  Society 
have  within  a  few  weeks  received  an  emphatic  protest.  The 
ancient  name  of  Rhine-beck  is  a  particularly  significant  one,  the 
last  syllable  recalling  the  name  of  Wm.  Beckman  (or  Beekman), 
the  first  settler,  and  the  first  syllable  conveying  the  name  of  the 
famous  German  river  from  whose  banks  he  came  in  1G47.  The 
movement  to  change  the  name  of  Dobbs'  Ferry — also  derived  from 
the  name  of  the  first  settler,  one  Dobbs,  a  Swede  from  the  Dela- 
ware— to  some  more  mellifluous  title,  represents  the  attitude  of 
the  second  class  of  people,  who  w^ould  rather  have  a  sweet-sound- 
ing name  than  preserve  a  w^ealth  of  historic  associations.  And 
the  proposition  in  the  municipal  assembly  of  New  York,  to  abolish 
the  name  of  old  Elm  street  and  substitute  the  name  of  "  Dewey 
avenue,"  exemplifies  the  third  class,  who  are  carried  away  by 
some  wave  of  temporary  excitement  or  enthusiasm  to  well-inten- 
tioned but  ill-advised  meddling  with  established  designations. 

On  March  7,  1900^  the  President  of  this  Society  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Improvements  of  New  York 
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city  the  following  letter,  in  which  some  of  the  principles  govern- 
ing the  naming  of  streets,  etc.,  are  set  forth.  The  same  arguments 
apply  with  increased  force  to  the  names  of  villages  and  towms. 

The  Hon.  Maurice  Holahan,  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Im- 
provements, City  of  Xew  York: 
Dear  Sir. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Society 
for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects, 
the  president  and  secretary  were  requested  to  communicate  with 
you,  and  through  you  to  invite  the  honorable  Board  of  Public  Im- 
provements seriously  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  appropriate 
naming  of  new  streets,  parks  and  reservoirs  in  the  city  of  Xew 
York. 

The  primary  object  of  the  name  of  a  street  or  park  is  the  wholly 
prosaic  and  utilitarian  one  of  giving  it  a  geographical  inddyiduality 
by  which  it  may  be  recognized  in  the  practical  intercourse  between 
men. 

The  first  essential  is  a  Distinctive  Title,  which  shall  differentiate 
it  from  any  other  street  or  place  within  the  same  city.  It  is  amaz- 
ing to  contemplate  the  indifference  of  some  of  our  city  fathers  in 
The  past  to  the  rich  treasury  of  historic  appellations  which  they 
might  have  applied  in  place  of  some  of  the  trivial  and  unknown 
titles  which  cumber  the  city  map^  or  which  they  might  have  em- 
ployed instead  of  indulging  in  such  monotonous  repetitions  as 
Broadway.  West  Broadway,  West  Broadway  place.  East  Broad- 
way, Park  place,  Park  Row,  Park  street.  Park  avenue,  Gouverneur 
street,  Gouverneur  lane,  Gouverneur  slip,  Gouverneur  market, 
etc.  This  evil  has  been  increased  by  the  consolidation  of  Greater 
Xew  York,  which  has  cau&ed  a  further  reduplication  of  names  by 
bringing  into  the  limits  of  one  city  similar  titles  in  the  various 
boroughs. 

The  second  essential  is  Permanencif.  The  light  and  frivolous 
change  of  names  not  only  produces  confusion  in  daily  intercourse, 
but  it  is  especially  troublesome  in  the  matter  of  real  estate  titles- 
and  great  vested  interests  where  precision  of  designation  is  an 
indispensable  factor  of  the  property's  value.    Our  Society  has. 
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viewed  with  great  regret  the  tendency  of  the  municipal  legisla- 
tures  and  common  councils  in  past  years  to  change  the  names  of 
O'ur  thoroughfares  upon  some  slight  pretext  or  from  some  passing 
fancy.  This  tendency  has  been  exemplified  in  the  substitution  of 
Park  Bow  "  for  Chatham  street/'  and  more  recently  by  the 
propositions  for  the  abolition  of  the  names  Lafayette  place,  Elm 
street,  Whitehall  street,  etc.,  in  favor  of  other  and  more  modern 
titles.  It  is  natural^  perhaps,  that  in  times  of  intense  national 
feeling,  such  as  was  aroused  by  the  American  Revolution,  there 
should  be  a  popular  demand  for  the  obliteration  of  obnoxious 
names,  like  that  which  led  to  the  substitution  of  Pine  street  "  for 
"King  street,"  "Pearl''  for  "Queen,"  "William"  for  "King 
G^eorge,"  "  Liberty "  for  Crown,"  and  "  South  William "  for 
"  Duke  street,"  but  such  crises  are  exceptional  and  in  no  wise 
affect  the  general  merits  of  the  argument  for  permanency  of  desig- 
nations. 

Greatly  contributive  to  the  permanency  of  a  name  is  the  third 
essential,  to  which  we  call  your  attention,  namely.  Propriety.  By 
this  word  we  do  not  mean  physical  desicriptiveness,  for  the  names 
of  few  streets  or  parks  are  devived  from  their  physical  character- 
istics. But  we  mean  a  name  so  approved  to  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  by  long  historic  association  or  by  great  achievements  of 
permanent  value  as  to  be  worthy  of  permanent  embodiment  in  the 
nomenclature  of  the  city.  Every  such  name  should  be  selected 
with  the  care,  study  and  discrimination  that  would  be  devoted  to 
the  erection  of  a  public  monument.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  monument, 
and  the  nomenclature  of  a  city  is — ^or  should  be — an  epitome  of 
its  history  or  an  index  of  its  best  sentiment.  It  costs  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  erect  a  monument,  but 
it  costs  nothing  but  care,  intelligence  and  good  judgment  to 
bestow  upon  a  street,  park,  reservoir  or  public  building  a  name 
which  shall  perpetuate  the  memory  of  some  great  man  or  event — 
scores  of  which,  in  our  national.  State  and  municipal  annals,  are 
not  represented  by  a  monument,  or  so  much  as  a  street  name  in 
this  vast  metropolis. 

We  therefore  commend  to  your  consideration  the  desirability 
of  bestowing  special  attention  upon  the  subject  of  the  Individu- 
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nlitif,  Permmeney  and  Propriety  of  our  municipal  names  and  we 
hereby  tender  jou  are  liearty  eo-operation  and  practical  assist- 
ance in  attaining  these  desirable  ends. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

ANDREW  H.  GREEN, 

President. 

EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL, 

Secretary. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  AND  OTHER  SUBJECTS. 

The  diversion  of  water  from  the  greait  lakes  and  Niagara  river 
for  commercial  and  drainage  canals  and  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, which  threatens  seriously  to  impair  the  grandeur  of 
Niagara  falls;  the  method  of  landscape  planting  in  Central  Park, 
New  York  city;  and  many  other  kindred  matters  have  engaged  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  Society  since  our  last  annual  report,  and 
been  the  subjects  of  the  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  labors  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  we  renew  the  recommendation  contained  in  our 
last  report,  that  as  many  as  possible  of  the  notable  scenic  and 
historic  objects  and  places  of  the  State  be  committed  tb  the  care  of 
this  Society.  This  organization  differs  from  the  ordinary  volun- 
tary society,  in  that  it  is  created  by  a  special  act  of  incorporation, 
for  public  purposes  only,  is  invested  with  certain  legal  respon- 
sibilities and  restrictions  which  prohibit  the  members  from  deriv- 
ing any  pecuniary  benefit  from  the  Society,  is  accoumtable  to  the 
law-making  power  itself  and  has  the  important  attribute  of  per- 
manence. It  stands  ready  to  receive  either  from  the  State  or  in- 
dividuals tracts  of  land,  buildings  or  other  objects,  and  administer 
them  as  public  trustees,  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  It 
provides  the  machinery  for  performing  the  same  work  for  New 
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York  State  that  The  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations  "  provides 
for  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  ov  "  The  National  Trust 
for  Places  of  Historic  Interest;  or  Natural  Beauty  "  for  Great 
Britain.  » 

A  liberal  policy  on  the  part  of  the  State  in  these  matters  is  not 
only  justified  but  demanded  by  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Two  and 
three  quarter  centuries  have  elapsed  since  this  State  was  settled 
by  the  white  ma:n.  We  have  conquered  the  asperitiesi  of  nature^ 
overcome  the  hardships  of  the  period  of  early  settlement,  and  have 
become  the  most  populous  and  wealthiest  State  in  the  Union. 
We  now  have  a  history  upon  which  to  look  back  and  in  which  to 
take  pride;  and  we  have  attained  to  a  degree  of  culture  and  wealth 
which  inspires  and  permits  an  indulgence  of  those  faculties  which 
are  gratified  by  the  study  of  our  annals  and  the  contemplation  of 
the  beauties'  of  nature.  Never  have  our  people  taken  such  a  keen 
interest  as  they  are  taking  to-day  in  the  events  of  nearly  three  cen- 
turies which  have  built  up  this  imperial  State;  and  never  have 
they  been  so  appreciative  of  the  marvellous  variety  of  natural 
beauty  with  which  a  beneficent  Creator  has  surrounded  them. 
We  submit,  then,  to  your  honorable  body,  that  a  generous  re- 
sponse to  the  appeals  of  this  and  other  societies  ifor  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  ancient  land-marks  and  our  sicenic  treasures  is  fully 
warranted  by  the  state  of  public  opinion,  and  will  receive  the 
hearty  endorsement  of  the  most  enlightened  sentiment  of  your 
fellow-citizens. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANDREW  H.  GREEN, 

President. 

EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

'Commission  Appointed  at  the  Request  of  the  Governor, 
by  the  President  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation 
of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,  to  Act  on 
Behalf  of  this  State  in  Conjunction  with  a  like  Com- 
mission of  New  Jersey  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Palisades. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Honoralle  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  Ym^h: 

Sir. — The  commission  appointed  as  per  your  request  of  June 
17,  1899,  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  have  met  and  con- 
ferred with  the  commission  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  for  this  purpose,  and  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  New  Jersey  commissioners,  have  jointly  {agreed  upon 
the  following  statement  of  facts  and  recommendations  in  rela- 
tion thereto. 

It  may  be  premised  that  this  report  is  limited  to  a  tract  ex- 
tending from  Fort  Lee  on  the  south  to  Piermont  on  the  north; 
Hudson  river  on  the  east,  and  such  line  on  the  west  as  may  be 
determined  upon  as  the  westernmost  boundary  of  such  land  as 
may  be  required  to  be  taken  to  effect  the  objects  intended  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  appointment  of  this  commission. 

SECTION  I. 

MEANS  AND  EXTENT  OF  DEFACEMENT  OF  PALISADES. 

Division  A. — By  Hasting  and  removal  of  rock  of  the  Cliffs  proper, 
and  the  slope  of  broken  7'ock  at  the  foot  thereof. 

Article  1.  The  business  of  procuring  stone  from  the  Palisades 
for  use  either  for  street  paving  or  to  be  crushed  for  road  pur- 
poses, has  been  carried  on  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  for  some 
thirty  years  past.  Formerly  the  stone  removed  was  mostly  taken 
from  the  talus  of  broken  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs  proper  and 
was  used  for  paving  blocks.    Quarries  formerly  used  for  this 
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purpose  not  now  in  operation,  but  which  have  left  unsightly 
spots,  in  place  of  the  bowlder  strewn  slope  which  formerly  ex- 
isted, are  the  following: 

The  quarry  at  Englewood;  the  old  Laimbeer  quarry;  the  old 
Mott  quarry;  the  quarry  at  Huyler's  Landing;  the  quarry  at 
Closter  Landing,  and  others  of  smaller  dimensions. 

At  the  present  time  the  rock  is  worked  more  particularly  for 
the  manufacture  of  crushed  stone,  and  for  this  purpose  not  only 
the  loose  rock  of  the  talus  is  removed  and  crushed,  but  the  cliffs 
themselves  are  being  blasted  out  and  removed  for  this  purpose. 
Extensive  operations  in  this  line  are  being  carried  on  at  Carpen- 
ter Brothers'  quarry  in  New  Jersey  opposite  Riverdale;  the  Brown 
and  Fleming  quarry  at  Englewood;  and  the  Gallagher  quarry,  a 
short  distance  north  of  Alpine,  opposite  Yonkers,  the  two  latter 
of  which  have  as  yet  only  attacked  the  talus  or  rock  slope. 

Article  2.  The  recent  adoption  of  asphalt  pavement  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  the  great  extension  of  steel  cage  construction  build- 
ing, requiring  concrete  foundations,  and  the  use  of  concrete  for 
fireproofing  throughout,  also  the  general  improvement  of  country 
roads  by  macadamizing,  has  created  a  constantly  increasing  de- 
mand for  crushed  stone. 

The  ease  with  which  these  cliffs  can  be  quarried  and  the  stone 
removed,  makes  the  Palisades  a  peculiarly  attractive  field  for  the 
quarry  men.  Owners  of  cliff  lands  are  being  constantly  ap- 
proached with  propositions  to  sell  their  holdings  for  use  for  this 
purpose.  The  quarries  now  in  operation  are  being  worked  night 
and  day  to  supply  the  demand  for  their  output,  so  that  there  is 
every  reason  to  apprehend  that  in  course  of  time  the  section 
above  Fort  Lee  will  become  as  badly  mutilated  and  as  completely 
destroyed,  as  far  as  scenic  beauty  is  concerned,  as  the  old  section 
near  Bull's  Ferry  already  has  been. 
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Article  3.  Attention  may  be  called  to  the  fact  that  since  the 
quarrying  is  carried  on  upon  the  face  of  a  perpendicular  cliff,  but 
little  work  is  required  to  be  done  to  absolutely  destroy  all  its 
beauty.  The  first  few  blasts,  owing,  to  the  large  charges  of  high 
explosives  now  used,  quickly  take  away  the  face  of  the  rock. 
This  destroys  its  time  mellowed  surface.  The  trees  are  crushed 
with  the  fall  of  rock,  and  the  destruction  of  beauty  is  accom- 
plished quite  as  effectively  as  can  be  done  by  months  of  subse- 
quent work. 

The  scar  thus  made  cannot  be  concealed,  but  is  held  up  high  in 
the  air  as  an  uneffaceable  token  of  vandalism,  visible  to  all  travel- 
lers upon  the  Hudson  river,  and  to  all  dwellers  on  the  opposite 
shore. 

Division  B. — By  filUng  in  of  Imd  under  water  <md  erection  of  docks 

cmd  factories. 

Article  1.  The  western  shore  of  the  Hudson  river  in  the  section 
indicated,  by  reason  of  the  shallowness  of  the  water  along  the 
shore,  readily  lends  itself  to  a  second  means  of  defacement  of  its 
natural  scenery  by  filling  in  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  factories, 
warehouses  and  docks^  and  other  commercial  structures. 

Such  construction,  naturally,  first  takes  place  nearest  to  the 
commercial  center  of  New  York.  The  shore  south  of  the  Fort 
Lee  ferry  landing,  opposite  125th  street^  is  already  substantially 
wholly  occupied  in  this  manner^  in  the  same  way  as  the  cliffs  in 
this  section  have  already  been  completely  defaced  and  destroyed. 
Any  further  extension  must  necessarily  take  place  in  the  section 
now  under  consideration. 

Article  2.  If  it  is  desired  to  preserve  the  natural  scenic  beauty 
of  the  Palisades,  it  is  almost  if  not  quite  as  important  to  prevent 
occupation  of  the  river  shore  for  such  purpose,  as  to  prevent 
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the  destruction  of  the  cliffs  themselves.  Particularly  is  this  the 
case  if  the  preservation  of  the  Palisades  is  to  be  effected  by  the 
taking  of  any  section  of  land  there  along  for  use  as  a  public  park, 
a  use  with  which  the  presence  of  a  line  of  factories  and  ware- 
houses, and  the  homes  of  the  operatives  incidental  to  such  com- 
mercial structures,  would  be  necessarily  and  obviously  incom- 
patible. Besides,  this  view  of  factories  and  warehouse  walls  and 
chimneys  presented  to  an  observer,  either  from  the  riverside  or 
from  the  top  of  the  cliffs  above^  would  destroy  such  enjoyment  as 
might  otherwise  be  had  from  the  beauty  of  the  scenery. 

SUMMARY. — To  summarize  what  has  already  been  said,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  industries  which  have  already  secured 
a  foothold  along  the  Palisade  section  of  the  Hudson  are  certainly 
destined,  if  unchecked^  to  a  very  great  extension  and  development 
in  the  near  future,  and  that  such  extension  and  development  of 
either  of  these  industries  is  certain  to  absolutely  destroy  the 
scenic  beauty  of  the  western  shore  of  the  Hudson  river. 

SECTION  II. 

MEANS  BY  WHICH  FURTHER  DESTRUCTION  AND  DEFACE- 
MENT MAY  BE  PREVENTED. 

Division  A. — Efforts  heretofore  made  and  their  present  status. 

Article  1.  There  has  been  no  legislative  enactment  in  the  State 
of  New  York  relating  in  any  way  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Palisades.  In  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  chapter  28  of  the  Laws 
of  1895  (of  which  a  copy  is  hereto  attached  marked  exhibit  A), 
imposed  certain  restrictions  on  the  granting  of  riparian  rights, 
with  the  object  of  protecting  the  Palisades.  This  act  was,  how- 
ever, modified  by  chapter  191  of  the  Laws  of  1898  (a  copy  of  which 
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is  hereto  attached  marked  exhibit  B),  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
the  former  act  inapplicable  to  the  rock  slope,  thus  proving  the 
possibility  of  further  legislative  removal  of  such  restrictions. 

Article  2.  The  effort  to  have  the  first  tract  in  question  taken 
by  the  United  States  for  a  military  reservation  was  referred  to 
a  commission  of  six^  three  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  three 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  result  of  their  efforts  can 
be  found  in  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  made  to  the 
States  in  question. 

Their  efforts  were  not  successful^  no  action  having  been  taken 
by  the  United  States.  This  plan  was  open  to  the  objection  that 
the  land  is  not  wanted  for  the  purpose  suggested,  and  therefore 
a  failure.  When  the  proposition  was  referred  to  the  War  De- 
partment it  met  with  no  endorsement,  and  was  never  acted  upon, 
and  there  is  no  probability  that  favorable  action  in  this  direction 
will  ever  be  taken. 

Division  B, — Means  to  prevent  further  destruction. 

Article  1.  Any  plan  which  aims  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view 
indirectly,  having  some  other  ostensible  object,  will  always  be 
open  to  all  the  objections  that  can  be  urged  against  that  object. 
The  plan  to  be  adopted  should  therefore  look  directly  to  the 
preservation  of  the  scenic  effects  of  the  Palisades. 

Article  2.  The  most  honest,  direct  and  effective  means  of  effect- 
ing this  object,  is  the  condemnation  and  acquisition  by  the  State 
for  use  as  a  public  park,  of  a  tract  of  land  along  the  Palisades 
and  Hudson  river,  of  such  extent  that  its  ownership  by  the  State 
will  forever  prevent  the  destruction  and  defacement  complained 
of. 
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Division  C. — Lmd  required  for  this  purpose. 

Article  1.  Any  part  of  the  land  lying  on  the  plateau  above  the 
edge  of  the  cliffs  may  be  eliminated  for  the  present^  since^  how- 
ever desirable  and  beautiful  it  might  be  for  park  purposes,  it  is 
on  account  of  its  comparative  inaccessibility^  unavailable  for 
commercial  purposes,  either  of  rock  removal  or  factory  building, 
for  either  of  which  easy  access  to  the  river  is  essential. 

The  essential  tract  then  is  that  lying  between  the  edge  of  the 
cliffs  and  low  water  mark  in  the  river;  the  ownership  of  the  whole 
by  the  State  would  absolutely  prevent  both  rock  blasting  and 
factory  building. 

Article  2.  With  reference  to  these  two  means  of  destruction  and 
defacement  this  tract  may  be  divided  into  two  parts: 

First — The  face  of  the  cliffs  and  the  rock  slope  or  talus  at  the 
foot  of  the  cliffs.  The  sole  value  of  this  is  in  the  rocks  as  material 
of  commerce,  and  the  ease  with  which  the  rock,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  location^  may  be  thrown  down  by  gravity  after  blasting 
and  brought  to  the  river  for  shipment. 

The  acquisition  of  this  strip  would  effectually  prevent  any 
further  blasting  of  rock,  but  would  in  no  way  affect  the  possible 
erection  of  factories,  warehouses,  docks,  etc. 

It  extends  from  the  southern  limit  of  the  tract  in  question  near 
Fort  Lee^,  northward  to  the  determination  of  the  Palisades  in 
New  York^  about  13^  miles^  and  comprises  about  737  acres. 

A  fair  estimate  of  the  value  of  this  strip  per  acre,  based  upon 
the  price  at  which  owners  of  two  and  one-half  linear  miles  in 
the  central  part  of  the  section  have  agreed  to  sell  to  the  State, 
provided  action  should  be  taken  to  protect  the  Palisades  from 
further  destruction,  is  |350.  This  would  give  a  total  estimated 
value  of  about  |260,000. 
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Second — The  strip  lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rocky  slope 
or  talus  and  low  water  mark  in  the  Hudson  river. 

The  ownership  of  this  strip  is  in  most  cases  the  same  as  that 
of  the  rock  slope.  It  is  difficult  to  give  any  accurate  estimate 
of  the  acreage  of  this  strip,  since  its  width  varies  from  a  few 
hundred  feet  in  rare  instances,  to  nothing  at  those  points  where 
the  rock  slope  extends  to  the  river  itself. 

Its  value  is  largely  that  of  the  riparian  rights,  obtained  or 
which  may  be  obtained  by  the  shore  owners,  and  which  owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  water  along  the  shore,  would  enable  the  filling 
in  of  considerable  tracts  and  the  erection  of  factories^  warehouses^ 
etc.  About  two  and  one-half  miles  of  riparian  rights  have  al- 
ready been  granted. 

Article  3.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  received  about  $60,000 
for  such  rights  granted  for  cash,  and  receives  an  annual  rental 
of  approximately  |5,000  for  rights  leased  under  the  present 
system. 

The  acquisition  of  this  strip  in  its  entirety  would  evidently 
prevent  any  future  defacement  by  the  erection  of  docks,  factories, 
warehouses,  etc.,  but  would  not  of  itself  affect  the  business  of  rock 
blasting,  except  in  so  far  as  it  might  operate  to  hamper  the  mov- 
ing of  excavated  rock  to,  and  its  shipment  on  the  river^  a  fact 
which  would  probably  be  considered  by  appraisers  in  determin- 
ing the  value  of  the  river  front  and  land  under  water^  in  cases 
where  the  ownership  of  the  entire  strip  from  the  cliff  edge  to  low 
water  mark  (as  is  the  case  nearly  everywhere),  is  in  the  same 
party. 

In  other  words,  if  the  river  front  and  possible  riparian  rights 
be  condemned  alone,  thereby  cutting  off  the  rock  slope  and  cliff 
from  the  river,  appraisers  would  probably  give  to  the  owner 


40  [Assembly 

the  full  value  of  both,  since  the  peculiar  value  of  the  rock  prop- 
erty would  thereby  be  destroyed. 

This  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  cliff  face  and  rock  slope 
should  be  alone  condemned,  as  the  water  front  would  still  retain 
its  full  value  as  a  basis  for  the  possible  future  acquisition  of 
riparian  grants. 

It  is  submitted  also  that  a  further  narrow  strip  should  be 
taken  extending  northwardly  from  the  northern  limit  of  the  Pal- 
isades proper,  along  or  near  to  the  river,  to  connect  with  the 
river  road  at  Piermont,  whereby  the  park  to  be  constituted  be- 
tween the  Palisades  and  the  river  may  be  made  accessible  from 
Nyack  and  the  surrounding  section. 

Division  D. — Possible  legislation. 

Article  1.  The  prompt  passage  of  an  act  forbidding  the  grant- 
ing of  any  further  riparian  rights  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hud- 
son river  within  the  limits  of  the  strip  to  be  protected,  or  the 
restrictions  of  such  rights,  so  as  to  prevent  any  filling  in  for 
use  for  commercial  or  building  purposes  of  any  kind. 

Such  an  act,  preliminary  in  its  nature  and  involving  no  ex- 
pense to  the  State,  would  in  a  measure  prevent  the  erection  of 
structures  in  the  nature  of  defacement  which  might  otherwise 
be  erected  pending  condemnation  proceedings,  and  by  limiting  • 
the  future  rights  that  might  otherwise  be  acquired  by  owners  of 
the  shore  front  might  serve  to  materially  reduce  the  values  that 
would  be  set  upon  such  lands  by  appraisers. 

Article  2.  An  act,  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  Niagara  Falls 
Park  act,  providing  for  the  acquisition  by  the  State  of  the  land 
between  the  edge  of  the  cliffs  and  low  water  mark  in  the  river, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  further 
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destruction  of  the  Palisades  and  the  defacement  of  their  scenic 
effects  for  use  as  a  public  park. 

Commissioners  under  such  an  act  having  considerable  latitude 
of  judgment  as  to  what  lands  should  be  taken  within  the  pre- 
scribed limits  might  well,  bj  judicious  selection,  materially  re- 
duce the  cost  of  the  land  to  be  taken. 

For  example:  Certain  existing  extensive  improvements  might 
not  be  taken  at  all,  only  a  right  of  way  over  the  lands  being 
condemned,  and  in  other  ways  much  economy  might  be  exercised 
so  as  to  reduce  the  cost  much  below  the  apparent  total  value 
of  all  the  land  within  the  indicated  limits,  while  at  the  same 
time  accomplishing  the  main  purpose  of  preserving  unimpaired 
the  beauties  of  the  Palisades  and  providing  a  desirable  public 
park. 

Article  3.  It  is  also  suggested  that  it  would  be  possible  under 
the  guidance  of  a  competent  commission  to  make  this  reserva- 
tion self-supporting. 

The  valuable  ferry  franchise  could  be  made  to  return  a  con- 
siderable annual  income.  Road  houses  could  be  constructed 
under  the  guidance  of  such  commission  and  the  license  fees  or 
the  rentals  be  used  as  a  means  of  defraying  expenses.  The  same 
is  true  of  privileges  to  boat  clubs  which  are  being  crowded  out 
of  New  York  city  waters  by  the  demands  of  commercial  inter- 
ests, and  various  other  activities  which  could  be  allowed  the 
use  of  the  shore  front  without  injury  to  the  Palisades  or  detrac- 
tion from  their  scenic  beauty. 

Article  4.  While  it  is  understood  that  the  office  of  this  com- 
mission is  strictly  merely  to  consider  and  report  upon. the  ques- 
tion of  defacement  and  destruction  of  the  Palisades  and  means 
of  preventing  this,  it  seems  desirable  to  point  out  the  greater 
attractiveness  that  would  be  given  to  a  park  strip  between  the 
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cliffs  and  the  river  by  adding  thereto  a  strip  of  limited  width 
or  isolated  sections  of  park  land  on  top  of  the  cliffs,  whereby 
the  public  might  have  free  access  to  a  spot  of  so  great  natural 
beauty.  There  are  to-day  only  two  points  at  which  the  public 
can  have  free  access  to  the  edge  of  the  cliffs,  i.  e.,  the  end  of 
Palisade  avenue,  at  Englewood,  and  the  Ruchman  road,  above 
Alpine. 

Such  sections  might  be  located  at  points  accessible  by  road 
from  the  river,  and  would  in  any  event  doubtless  be  soon  reached 
by  a  trolley  line  on  top  of  the  plateau. 

It  is  suggested  that  this  may  well  be  contemplated  as  part  of 
the  completed  plan,  and  the  powers  of  any  commission  that 
might  be  appointed  might  be  so  extended  as  to  make  possible 
the  acquisition  of  pieces  of  limited  extent  from  time  to  time 
in  such  manner  that  the  cost  thereof  would  not  be  a  heavy  public 
burden. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  W.  DEVOE, 
FRED.  S.  LAMB, 
GEO.  F.  KUNZ, 
A.  G.  MILLS, 

EDWARD  PAYSON  CONE, 

Committee. 

EXHIBIT  A. 
CHAPTER  28. 

A  further  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  ascertain 
the  rights  of  the  State  and  of  the  riparian  owners  in  the  lands 
lying  under  the  waters  of  the  bay  of  New  York  and  elsewhere  in 
the  State,"  approved  April  eleventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four. 
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"  Whereas,  The  Palisades  situate  in  this  State  are  liable  to  be 
irreparably  injured  or  destroyed  unless  measures  be  adopted  for 
the  preservation  thereof;  and  whereas,  by  the  insertion  or  im- 
position of  proper  and  appropriate  terms,  conditions,  restrictions 
and  limitations  in  leases,  grants  and  conveyances  of  the  lands 
under  water  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of  the  Palisades,  the  threat- 
ened injury  or  destruction  thereof  may  in  a  great  degree  be 
averted:'' 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  general  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey:  That  hereafter  the  riparian  commissioners 
shall  not  make  any  lease,  grant,  or  conveyance  of  any  lands  lying 
under  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  river  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of 
the  Palisades,  or  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of  the  strip  of  land  be- 
tween the  base  of  the  Palisades  and  the  lands  under  water,  unless 
there  be  inserted  in  the  lease,  grant,  or  conveyance,  such  terms, 
conditions,  restrictions  and  limitations  as  will,  so  far  as  possible, 
forever  thereafter  preserve  unbroken  the  uniformity  and  contin- 
uity of  the  Palisades,  and  also,  so  far  as  possible,  prevent  the 
lands  leased,  granted,  or  conveyed  from  being  in  any  way  used 
or  devoted  to  injurious  or  destructive  work  or  operations  against 
the  Palisades,  or  in  connection  with  or  for  the  encouragement, 
aid  or  promotion  of  injurious  or  destructive  work  of  any  kind 
against  the  Palisades. 

2.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
Approved  February  19,  1895. 

EXHIBIT  B. 
CHAPTER  191. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  a  further  supplement  to  the 
act  entitled  ''An  act  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  state  and 
riparian  owners  in  the  lands  lying  under  the  waters  of  the  bay 
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of  New  York  and  elsewhere  in  the  state,"  approved  April 
eleventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  which  sup- 
plement was  approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey: 

1.  That  the  act  above  mentioned,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  Palisades  situate  in  this  State  are  liable  to  be 
irreparably  injured  or  destroyed,  unless  measures  be  adopted  for 
the  preservation  thereof;  and  whereas,  by  the  insertion  or  im- 
position of  proper  and  appropriate  terms,  conditions,  restrictions 
and  limitations  in  leases,  grants  and  conveyances  of  the  lands 
lying  under  water  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of  the  Palisades,  the 
threatened  injury  or  destruction  thereof  may,  in  a  great  degree, 
be  averted: 

1.  That  hereafter  the  riparian  commissioners  shall  not  make 
any  lease,  grant,  or  conveyance  of  any  lands  lying  under  the 
w^aters  of  the  Hudson  river  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of  the  Pali- 
sades, or  adjacent  to  or  in  front  of  the  strip  of  land  between 
the  base  of  the  Palisades  and  the  lands  under  water,  unless  there 
be  inserted  in  the  lease,  grant,  or  conveyance,  such  terms,  con- 
ditions, restrictions  and  limitations  as  will,  so  far  as  possible, 
forever  thereafter  preserve  unbroken  the  uniformity  and  contin- 
uity of  the  Palisades,  and  also,  so  far  as  possible,  prevent  the 
lands  leased,  granted,  or  conveyed  from  being  in  any  way  used 
or  devoted  to  injurious  or  destructive  work  or  operations  against 
the  Palisades,  or  in  connection  with  or  for  the  encouragement, 
aid,  or  promotion  of  injurious  or  .destructive  work  of  any  kind 
against  the  Palisades;  provided,  however,  that  no  terms,  con- 


No.  78.]  45 

ditions,  restrictions  or  limitations  shall  be  inserted  in  any  such 
lease,  grant,  or  conveyance,  which  shall  in  any  wise  prevent  or 
interfere  with  any  work  or  operations,  whether  by  blasting  and 
removing  rock,  or  otherwise  or  any  part  of  the  land  lying  between 
the  base  of  the  vertical  line  of  the  Palisades  and  high  water  mark 
on  the  Hudson  river,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  ground  for 
the  construction  lof  buildings  or  for  commercial  purposes;  and 
provided  further,  that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  or  in  any  way 
effect  any  right  of  the  state  involved  in  any  pending  suit  or  suits, 
nor  shall  it,  nor  shall  any  of  its  provisions  affect  or  impair  any 
lease  or  leases,  grant,  or  grants  already  made  by  the  riparian  com- 
missioners. 

2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

Approved  May  18, 1898. 


APPENDIX  B. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and 
Historic  Places  and  Objects 

ON  THE 

» 

BATTLEFIELD  OF  LAKE  GEORGE. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Bom^d  of  Trustees  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic 
aifhd  Historic  Places  and  Objects: 
The  undersigned  committee  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Society^  the  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green,  in  pursuance  of  authority 
from  the  Hon.  William  J.  Morgan,  Comptroller  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  under  date  of  April  17,  1899,  to  act  as  his  repre- 
sentative in  examining  and  making  recommendations  concern- 
ing the  Battlefield  of  Lake  George,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  personally  visited  the  historic  site  and  present  the  following 
facts  and  recommendations  concerning  the  same: 

PURCHASE  OF  THE  PROPERTY. 

One  of  the  first  objects  undertaken  by  the  Society  for  the  Pres- 
ervation of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects  after  its  in- 
corporation was  the  acquisition  of  the  Battlefield  of  Lake  George 
by  the  State  as  a  commemorative  park,  and  a  bill  prepared  by 
the  President  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green,  for 
that  purpose,  was  introduced  in  the  Legislature  of  1896. 

On  February  22,  1896,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Caldwell  Village 
Improvement  Association,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

Whereas,  We,  the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Caldwell,  Lake 
George,  Warren  county,  N.  Y.,  having  learned  that  the  Trustees 
of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects  have  had  prepared 
a  bill  to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  at  its  present  session  creating  a  public  park  at  the  head 
of  Lake  George  and  on  the  site  of  the  Battle  of  Lake  George,  and 
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Whereas,  Year  after  year  the  ground  in  question,  although 
and  because  of  such  eminent  archaeological  interest  and  value, 
is  being  more  and  more  defaced  by  fire  and  the  vandalism  of 
those  who  have  no  appreciation  of  its  historic  value,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  to  the  aforesaid  trustees  our  most 
cordial  expressions  of  gratitude  for  and  appreciation  of  their 
large  public  spirit  as  evidenced  in  their  movement  to  advance 
the  best  interests  of  our  neighborhood  by  the  preservation  of 
relics  unexcelled  in  importance  by  any  of  the  early  history  of 
our  nation; 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  further  their  patriotic 
enterprise  by  every  just  means  within  our  power;  and  we  would 
respectfully  urge  that  the  said  trustees  press  the  passage  of  said 
bill  with  the  utmost  despatch,  else  complete  elfacement  of  this 
center  of  much  history  must  speedily  ensue; 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  action  be  sent  to  the  above-named 
trustees,  to  our  legislative  representatives  and  to  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars. 

The  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions, was  also  in  active  sympathy  with  the  proposition,  having 
taken  up  the  movement  for  monumenting  the  battlefield  inaugu- 
rated some  40  years  before  at  a  meeting  held  in  Caldwell  on  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  battle,  but  long  since  abandoned 
by  its  projectors. 

The  effort  to  secure  legislation  in  1896  was  not  successful; 
but  in  1898  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  (chapter  279)  author- 
izing the  Comptroller  to  purchase  such  lands  as  he  might  deem 
proper,  not  to  exceed  50  acres,  at  or  near  where  the  Battle  of 
Lake  George  was  fought,  in  Warren  county,  at  such  point  as  he 
might  deem  just  and  at  a  price  not  exceeding  |5,000. 
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In  accordance  with  the  authority  thus  given,  the  Comptroller 
purchased  for  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  from  Harriet 
C.  P.  Nivert  about  eight-tenths  of  an  acre  of  land,  described  as 
follows  in  a  deed  dated  February  24,  1898,  and  recorded  April  1, 
1898,  on  page  229,  book  80,  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of 
Warren  county:  "All  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Caldwell,  county  of  Warren,  and  State  of  New  York, 
and  is  part  of  a  lot  of  land  known  and  designated  as  lot  number 
twenty-six  (26)  in  a  tract  of  lands  called  the  '  Garrison  Lands  or 
Grounds,'  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz.:  Beginning  at  a  point 
in  the  west  bounds  of  the  Fort  George  road,  said  road  leading 
from  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  to  the  Glens  Falls  and  Lake 
George  plank  road,  said  point  being  the  northeast  corner  of 
lands  formerly  owned  by  the  late  Dr.  John  W.  Dowling  and 
running  thence  north  fifty-five  (55)  degrees  w^est,  five  (5)  chains 
along  the  north  line  of  said  Dowling  premises,  to  the  northwest 
corner  thereof,  it  being  in  the  south  bounds  of  the  New^  road 
(so  called)  leading  from  the  said  Fort  George  road,  from  a  point 
where  the  same  crosses  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany's railroad,  to  the  said  plank  road  intersecting  the  same 
near  the  West  Brook  bridge;  thence  along  the  south  bounds  of 
said  New  road,  south  eighty-five  (85)  degrees  and  twenty  (20) 
minutes  east,  six  (6)  chains  and  sixty-eight  (68)  links  to  the  west 
bounds  of  the  said  Fort  George  road,  thence  along  the  west 
bounds  of  said  Fort  George  road,  south  forty-eight  (48)  degrees 
w^est,  three  (3)  chains  and  forty-seven  (47)  links  to  the  place  of 
beginning." 

The  Comptroller  also  purchased  from  George  B.  Dowling  and 
another,  about  8  8-10  acres  of  territory  contiguous  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  foregoing  parcel,  described  as  follows  in  a  deed. 
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dated  March  1,  1898,  and  recorded  June  6,  1898,  on  page  488,  book 
80,  in  the  county  clerk's  office:  ''All  that  certain  piece  or  parcel 
of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Caldwell  afore- 
said, being  a  part  of  lot  number  twenty-six  (2G)  of  the  Garrison 
ground,  bounded  easterly  by  the  highway  leading  from  the  head 
of  Lake  George  to  the  Glens  Falls  and  Caldwell  plank  road,  sur- 
veyed by  John  H.  Smith  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1858,  viz. : 
Beginning  twenty-five  (25)  links  fifty-seven  (57)  degrees  east  from 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  Spofford  lots,  said  Spofford  lots  being 
lots  number  five  (5)  and  six  (6)  in  the  old  Fort  George  village  plot, 
thence  south  thirty  (30)  degrees  west  six  (6)  chains,  thence  south 
twelve  (12)  degrees  west  five  (5)  chains  to  a  stake  and  stones, 
thence  south  thirty-five  (35)  degrees  west  five  (5)  chains  fifty-five 
(55)  links  to  a  stake  and  stones  east  of  a  popple  tree,  thence  north 
fifty-seven  (57)  degrees  w^est  six  (6)  chains  to  Alder  stake  and 
stones  marked  and  witnessed,  thence  thirty  (30)  degrees  east  six- 
teen (16)  chains  to  a  stake  and  stones,  thence  south  fifty-seven  (57) 
degrees  east  five  (5)  chains  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPERTY. 

This  property  comprising  altogether  about  9|  acres,  lies  on  the 
western  side  of  the  ancient  military  highw^ay  from  Fort  Edward 
to  Lake  George  at  its  termination  at  the  head  or  extreme  south- 
ern end  of  Lake  George.  Indeed,  for  the  distance  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  between  the  northern  and  southern  extremities 
of  the  State  reservation,  the  latter  as  now  fenced  off  in  accord- 
ance with  lines  established  by  the  Commissioners  of  Highways 
some  years  ago,  includes,  we  are  informed,  in  addition  to  the 
area  previously  described,  more  or  less  of  the  old  colonial  thor- 
oughfare itself.  The  general  relation  of  the  reservation  to  the 
surrounding  property  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  map 
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G.  Flanked  on  two  sides  by  marshes,  and  protected  in  the  rear 
by  the  lake,  it  presented  natural  advantages  for  a  military  en- 
campment which  can  readily  be  appreciated. 

More  of  the  details  of  the  State  property  will  appear  from  the 
plan  H,  and  the  photograph  I,  herewith.  It  is  upon  the  northern 
triangle  which  was  purchased  from  Madame  Nivert  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  erect  a  monument.  The  land  here  rises  sharply  from  the 
lake  shore  to  a  height  of  about  30  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake, 
and  to  the  northward  commands  a  superb  view  of  the  silvery 

Lake  of  the  Sacrament "  and  of  the  little  village  of  Caldwell 
nestling  on  its  shores.  (See  photographs  J  and  K.)  This  eleva- 
tion increases  along  the  Fort  George  road  to  about  85  feet  at  the 
southern  boundary.  From  the  road  the  land  slopes  westward^  first 
gently  then  sharply  toward  a  gully  which  enters  the  property  at 
the  southwestern  corner,  and  makes  its  exit  at  the  northwestern 
corner,  having  thrown  off  a  short  branch  of  the  southeast  as 
shown  in  the  plan  H.  To  the  west  of  this  gully  the  land  is 
high,  falling  away  beyond  the  w^estern  boundary  of  the 
reservation  to  the  lowlands  and  marsh  skirted  by  the  new 
Camp  Spring  road.  The  gully  is  filled  with  scattering  low  shrub- 
bery, chiefly  alders  and  willows.  For  about  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  ends  of  the  reserva- 
tion,— that  is  to  say  down  about  to  the  bifurcation  of  the  gully, 
the  land  is  clear,  the  only  conspicuous  object  being  a  small  oc- 
tagonal rustic  arbor,  as  seen  in  photograph  I.  To  the  east  of 
and  opposite  this  fork  of  the  gully  stands  a  cluster  of  about  a 
score  of  arbor  vitaes.  South  of  the  flag  pole  and  so  completely 
obscured  by  a  dense  growth  of  deciduous  trees  as  not  'to  be 
visible  from  the  point  from  which  the  view  I  was  taken,  stands  a 
two  story  frame  structure  about  40  x  57  feet  in  size,  surrounded 
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on  three  sides  by  a  six  foot  piazza.  This  house,  which  is  unin- 
habited and  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  is  almost  buried  from  sight 
among  and  beneath  the  foliage  of  great  trees,  the  trunks  of  some 
of  which  grow  up  through  the  piazza  within  a  few  inches  of  the 
side  of  the  house.  (See  photograph  L.)  Immediately  south  of 
the  house  is  a  tangle  of  grape  vines  and  trees. 

In  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  reservation  stands  a  hand- 
some modern  barn,  80  x  50  feet  in  size,  shaded  by  a  group  of  lofty 
trees.  The  area  between  the  house  and  barn  is  covered  with 
small  arbor  vitaes  and  low  brush.  In  the  southwestern  section 
of  the  reservation  is  a  grove  of  noble  evergreens. 

The  whole'  property  is  surrounded  by  picket,  board  or  rail  fenc- 
ing, and  is  in  the  care  of  C.  E.  Hawley,  who  voluntarily  gives  his 
services  as  custodian. 

HISTORICAL  VESTIGi:S. 

Upon  this  property  bought  by  the  State  to  commemorate  the 
battle  of  Lake  George,  there  are,  so  far  as  your  committee  was 
able  to  discover,  no  superficial  vestiges  to  recall  the  dramatic  and 
consequential  events  that  occurred  upon  this  and  adjacent  lands 
nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  When  the  new  Camp  Spring 
road  was  constructed  a  few  years  ago,  a  deposit  of  bones  was  un- 
earthed at  the  bend  around  the  northwestern  corner  of  the 
reservation,  and  they  were  carefully  reinterred  a  short  distance 
away;  and  cannon  balls,  bullets,  implements  of  warfare  and  other 
relics  are  being  continually  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  hus- 
bandman, the  roadbuilder  or  the  antiquarian.  But  for  the  sur- 
face evidences  of  former  military  occupation,  one  has  to  look  on 
either  side  of  the  State  property.  To  the  northwestward,  in  the 
embankment  along  the  Camp  Spring  road,  are  substantial  re- 
mains of  brick  camp  ovens,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther 
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distant,  within  tlie  limits  of  the  Fort  William  Henry  hotel 
grounds,  the  outline  of  a  portion  of  the  rampart  and  trench  of 
the  southwestern  bastion  of  Fort  William  Henry  is  clearly  ob- 
servable.   (See  photograph  M.) 

FORT  GEORGE. 

It  is  upon  the  elevated  ground  to  the  southeastward  of  the 
reservaition  across  the  old  military  highway,  however,  that  one 
finds  the  most  conspicuous,  picturesque  and  interesting  memorial 
of  the  French  and  Indian  war,  namely,  the  ruins  of  Fort  George. 
This  landmark,  indicated  on  a  small  scale  in  map  G,  is  repre- 
sented in  larger  proportions  in  plan  N,  drawn  from  measure- 
ments made  by  your  committee.  The  walls  here  outlined  are  of 
masonry,  resting  upon  a  commanding  eminence  called  Kocky  Hill, 
an  outcropping  of  the  dark  limestone  or  black  marble  char- 
acteristic of  the  region,  which  at  once  afforded  a  firm  foundation 
for  the  citadel  and  supplied  the  material  for  the  construction  of 
its  walls.  On  account  of  their  overgrown  condition,  the  debris 
lying  at  their  base  and  the  uneven  surface  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  walls  are  built,  it  is  difficult  to  state  accurately  their  eleva- 
tion ;  but  in  the  best  preserved  section,  from  B  to  C  in  the  plan  N, 
the  exposed  masonry  is  about  twenty  feet  high.  (See  photograph 
O.)  The  walls  are  substantially  intact  except  along  the  line 
C,  1),  E  (plan  N)  where  the  stone  work  has  been  torn  away  by 
vandals  and,  we  are  informed,  burned  for  lime.  Within  the  fort 
there  is  sufficient  earth  to  nourish  a  thick  growth  of  dark  juniper 
bushes,  which,  with  the  black  rocks,  crumbling  masonry  and  fall- 
ing trees,  present  a  sombre  picture  of  ruin  and  a  lamentable  spec- 
tacle of  neglect.  And  yet,  that  the  fort  is  an  object  of  intense 
interest,  was  evidenced  during  the  visit  of  your  committee  by  the 
fact  that  while  the  State  reservation  attracted  no  visitors  what- 
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ever,  these  ruins  were  constantly  visited  by  reverential  pilgrims, 
old  and  young,  of  both  sexes,  in  clement  and  inclement  weather. 

As  your  committee  shall  make  a  recommendation  concerning 
this  landmark,  it  is  pertinent  to  state  a  few  facts  of  its  history. 
The  ruins  are  those  of  only  one  bastion  of  an  extensive  fortifica- 
tion of  masonry  projected  by  General  Amherst  but  never  com- 
pleted. The  site  had  previously  been  occupied  as  a  stronghold 
by  General  Johnson  in  1755  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
George;  then  by  General  Munro  in  1757,  as  part  of  his  intrenched 
camp;  and  then  by  General  Abercrombie  in  1758.  General  Am- 
herst arrived  at  Lake  George  on  June  21,  1759,  and  the  next  day 
he  and  Col.  John  Montresor,  the  King's  chief  engineer,  traced 
out  the  ground  for  Fort  George.*  By  July  4th,  the  work  was 
well  under  way,  a  record  for  that  day  saying:  ^^Our  engineers 
make  great  progress  in  erecting  the  new  fort  and  have  got  a 
fresh  supply  of  bricklayers  and  masons  from  three  corps  that 
arrived  yesterday."t  The  work  on  this  bastion  was  probably  nearly 
if  not  quite  completed  when  Amherst's  expedition  against  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point  started  down  the  lake  July  21,  1759. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  those  strongholds  was  fol- 
lowed the  next  year  by  the  capitulation  of  Quebec  and  Montreal; 
and  the  conquest  of  Canada  being  complete,  Fort  George,  with 
Fort  William  Henry  and  the  fortifications  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point,  was  of  no  further  importance  until  the  Revolution. 
Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  Independence,  the  Americans 
garrisoned  Fort  George,  but  retired  before  Burgoyne  in  1777,  and 
for  several  weeks  the  fort  protected  the  British  line  of  supplies, 
passing  from  Lake  George  to  the  Hudson.  After  the  battle  of 
Saratoga  the  fort  was  repossessed  by  the  Americans  who  held 

*  Mante's  History  of  the  late  war,  p.  207. 
t  Knox,  i,  381. 
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it  until  surprised  by  Sir  John  Johnson  in  1780.  With  the  close 
of  the  Kevolution  and  the  final  return  of  the  fort  to  American 
hands,  the  history  of  its  usefulness  ends.  "  Hoyt's  Antiquarian 
Researches  "  relates  a  tradition  of  the  Burdick  family  of  Athol, 
to  the  effect  that  one  of  their  ancestors,  a  veteran  of  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  was  present  at  the  head  of  Lake  George  when 
a  large  amount  of  treasure  was  buried  there.  The  veteran  Bur- 
dick bequeathed  his  share  of  the  treasure  to  his  son  David,  but 
although  explorers  have  excavated  at  Fort  George  for  the  hidden 
wealth,  it  has  never  been  recovered,  and  may  be  presumed  still 
to  be  stored  away  in  the  safe  keeping  of  this  rocky  vault. 

BATTLE  OF  LAKE  GEORGE. 

As  the  property  which  your  committee  were  appointed  to  ex- 
amine was  purchased  by  the  State  solely  on  account  of  its  his- 
torical associations,  and  as  any  recommendations  which  may  be 
made  concerning  it  depend  for  their  chief  value  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  events  identified  therewith,  your  judgment  may  be 
assisted  by  a  brief  glance  at  its  history. 

Standing  on  this  historic  spot  on  a  clear  September  day,  sur- 
rounded by  majestic  mountains,  with  the  pellucid  waters  of  iSt. 
Sacrament*  sparkling  before  him  and  smiling  fields  spreading 
out  beneath  his  feet,  one  is  pervaded  and  entranced  by  the  beauty, 
purity,  peace,  and  silent  grandeur  of  the  scene  and  finds  it  im- 
possible to  realize  that  these  same  silent  mountains  once  rang 
with  barbaric  din  and  the  clash  of  civilized  arms;  that  these  pure 
waters  were  once  polluted  with  blood  shed  in  fiendish  butchery; 

*  St.  Sacrament,  the  original  French  name  for  Lake  George,  seems  a  peculiarly  appro- 
priate name  for  a  body  of  water  of  almost  sacramental  purity.  James  Carpenter,  of 
Caldwell,  who  was  a  pioneer  photographer  of  this  region  in  the  days  of  wet  plate  and 
collodion  photography,  informed  your  Committee  that  he  found  the  water  of  Lake 
George  to  be  "  chemically  pure  "  and  was  able  to  use  it  for  photographic  solutions 
without  distillation. 
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that  these  verdant  fields  now  decked  with  autumn  blossoms,  were 
once  strewn  with  the  corpses  of  babes  and  women  perfidiously 
murdered,  as  well  as  with  the  bodies  of  warriors  slain  in  battle. 
The  feeling  of  solemnity  inspired  by  the  magic  influence  of  the 
environment  and  the  contrasting  recollection  of  bygone  horrors 
and  sacrifices,  is  augmented  by  a  realization  of  the  relation  which 
these  sacrifices  bore  to  the  subsequent  course  of  American  his- 
tory. The  French  and  Indian  War,  so  called,  was  more  than  a 
contest  between  England  and  France.  In  its  broader  aspects  it 
was  a  struggle  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Latin  races  for 
the  control  of  the  continent,  and  upon  its  issue  depended  momen- 
tous questions  of  religious  and  civil  liberty.  It  was  a  necessary 
precursor  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  with  the  latter  estab- 
lished in  the  new  world  those  immunities  of  conscience  in  civil 
and  religious  affairs,  which  are  the  crowning  glory  of  the  nation. 

The  battle  of  Lake  George  was  but  a  single  incident  in  that 
first  great  conflict  between  the  white  people  on  this  continent, 
but  it  was  very  important  in  its  immediate  and  remote  conse- 
quences. The  French,  in  advancing  their  plan  to  secure  posses- 
sion of  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  to  connect  Canada  and 
Louisiana  by  a  chain  of  forts  and  trading  posts  which  should  hem 
in  the  English  colonies,  had  carried  their  aggressions  so  far  that 
in  1754  the  English  decided  upon  a  four-fold  plan  of  campaign 
for  the  next  year  which  it  was  believed  would  effectually  prevent 
any  further  encroachments.  The  enemy  was  to  be  dispossessed 
of  the  Ohio  valley;  Fort  Niagara  was  to  be  reduced;  the  French 
were  to  be  expelled  from  the  colony  of  New  York  by  the  capture 
of  Fort  St.  Frederick  at  Crown  Point;  and  in  Nova  Scotia  the 
Acadian  forts  were  to  be  taken.  The  first  expedition  led  by  the 
English  Commander-in-Chief,  General  Braddock,and  conducted  in 
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disregard  of  the  advice  of  the  then  Major  George  Washington, 
was  a  dismal  failure.  The  capture  of  Braddock's  papers  dis- 
closed the  plan  for  Shirley's  attack  on  Fort  Niagara,  and  Shirley 
concluded  to  halt  at  Oswego. 

Greneral  William  Johnson's  forces  for  the  Crown  Point  expedi- 
tion rendezvoused  at  Albany  in  the  summer  of  1755  and  were 
sent  forward  under  General  Phineas  Lyman  without  artillery  or 
batteaux,  to  the  southern  end  of  the  "  great  carrying  place  "  be- 
tween the  Hudson  river  and  Lake  George.  There  he  built  Fort 
Lyman,  subsequently  named  Fort  Edward,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  town  of  Fort  Edward.  On  August  8th,  General  Johnson 
set  out  and  joined  Lyman  at  the  fort.  He  then  moved  leisurely 
northward  and  on  August  28th  camped  at  the  head  of  Lake  St. 
Sacrament,  subsequently  named  Lake  George  by  him,  in  honor 
of  King  George  the  11.  His  tents  were  pitched  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Caldwell,  Warren  county,  on  advantageously 
chosen  land  protected  on  either  side  by  a  swamp,  and  in  the  rear 
by  a  lake.  Here  the  provincial  troops  numbering  some  3,000  men, 
were  joined  by  friendly  Indians  to  the  number  of  about  250,  under 
the  old  Chief  Hendrick. 

No  sooner  had  the  English  made  camp  than  the  French  Com- 
mander, Baron  Dieskau,  leaving  a  strong  force  at  Crown  Point, 
took  about  260  regulars,  800  Canadians  and  700  Indians*  and  pro- 
ceeded by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  to  its  southern  terminus,  South 
Bay.  Thence  he  marched  toward  Fort  Lyman,  his  object  being 
to  take  the  fort,  cut  off  Johnson's  supplies,  and  establish  a  base 

♦Different  authorities  rarely  agree  as  to  the  numbers  engaged  in  a  battle.  One 
writer  places  Johnson's  force  as  high  as  5,000,  and  another  puts  the  total  French  force 
as  low  as  1,550.  Samuel  Blodget,  in  the  title  to  his  "  Prospective  View  of  the  Battle 
Fought  near  Lake  George  on  the  8th  of  September,  1755  "  (first  published  in  Boston  in 
1755  and  subsequently  published  in  London,  according  to  act  of  Parliament,  February 
2,  1756),  makes  the  forces  engaged  nearly  equal—"  2,000  English  with  250  Mohawks,  under 
the  command  of  General  Johnson  and  2,500  French  and  Indians  under  the  command  of 
General  Dieskau." 
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from  which  he  might  operate  against  New  England,  Albany  or 
Oswego.  Johnson,  however,  learned  of  Dieskau's  movement  and 
on  the  morning  of  September  7th,  held  a  council  in  which  it  was 
decided  to  despatch  1,000  troops  and  200  Indians  to  intercept  the 
enemy.  This  expedition  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Ephraim 
Williams  who,  while  in  Albany  had  executed  his  will,  containing 
a  bequest  w^hich  was  the  foundation  of  Williams  college.  The 
Indians  were  led  by  Chief  Hendrick.  As  Dieskau  neared  Fort  Ly- 
man, his  Indian  allies  became  recalcitrant  from  fear  of  the  cannon 
supposed  to  be  at  the  fort.  He  therefore  diverted  his  course 
toward  Johnson,  who  was  supposed  to  have  little  artillery.  On 
the  night  of  the  7th,  the  Frenchmen  camped  near  the  southern 
spur  of  the  French  mountain.  On  the  8th,  learning  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  English,  the  Frenchmen  laid  an  ambuscade  in  a 
defile  of  the  road  four  miles  from  Johnson's  camp,  extending 
their  line  in  a  semi-circle  on  either  side  of  the  roadway.  Into  this 
horseshoe  shaped  trap,  Williams  and  Hendrick  marched  with 
their  followers.  Both  of  the  chiefs  fell*  in  the  bloody  conflict 
which  ensued  which  is  called  the  "  First  engagement  of  the  battle 
of  Lake  George,"  and  the  command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Whiting.  Under  the  latter  an  orderly  retreat  was  con- 
ducted to  a  pond  now  called    Bloody  Pond  "  about  two  and  one- 

*  The  spot  where  Williams  fell  is  three  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Lake  George  near 
the  old  read  between  the  lake  and  Glens  Falls.  It  is  marked  by  a  boulder  surmounted 
by  a  small  obelisk,  inscribed  as  follows: 

"  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  COL.  EPHRAIM  WILLIAMS,  a  native  of  Newton,  Massa- 
chusetts, who,  after  gallantly  defending  the  frontier  of  his  own  State,  served  under 
General  Johnson  against  the  French  and  Indians,  and  nobly  fell  near  this  spot  in  the 
bloody  conflict  of  September  8,  1755,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age. 

"  A  lover  of  peace  and  learning,  as  courageous  and  generous,  as  he  was  brave  and 
patriotic.  Colonel  Williams  sympathized  deeply  with  the  privations  of  the  frontier  set- 
tlers; and  by  his  will  made  at  Albany  on  his  way  to  the  field  of  battle  provided  for  the 
founding  among  them  of  an  institution  of  learning  which  has  since  been  chartered, 
Williams  College. 

"  This  monument  was  erected  by  the  alumni  of  Williams  College,  and  the  ground 
donated  by  E.  H.  Rosecranz,  M.  W.  Perrine  and  J.  Haviland." 
See  photograph  P. 


Pl^te  X.— Plan  of  the  Ruins  of  Fort  George. 
Surveyed  aud  drawn  expressly  for  this  report. 
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half  miles  south  of  the  lake  (see  photograph  Q)  where  reinforce- 
ments under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cole  met  the  En^ijlish  and 
brought  them  safely  back  into  camp. 

Johnson,  who  had  carelessly  neglected  his  defenses,  now  hastily 
threw  up  a  breastwork  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  lake* 
and  dragged  up  from  the  lake  his  cannon  which  he  disposi'd  to 
command  the  approach  from  the  south.  The  artillery,  com- 
manded by  Captain  William  Eyres,  an  English  officer,  gave  the 
colonists  a  great  advantage  over  the  enemy  who  were  equipped 
with  small  arms  only.  About  11.30  a.  m.  the  Frenchmen 
were  seen  marching  up  the  road  as  if  on  parade,  the  Canadians 
and  hostile  Indians  throwing  themselves  out  on  the  flanks  in  the 
swamps.  A  few  minutes  later  the  onslaught  began.  For  an  hour 
the  French  regulars  attacked  in  the  center  without  success. 
Dieskau  then  assaulted  Johnson's  right,  where  Kuggles,  Titcomb 
and  Pomeroy  bore  the  brunt  of  the  conflict  for  two  hours  and 
where  the  provincial  loss  was  very  heavy.  Baffled  here,  the 
Frenchmen  renewed  the  assault  on  the  front,  then  attacked  the 
left,  and  then  tried  to  get  in  the  English  rear.  This  was  circum- 
vented by  General  Lyman  upon  whom  the  command  of  the 
English  had  devolved  in  consequence  of  the  wounds  received  by 
Johnson,  and  who  directed  an  artillery  fire  upon  the  Frenchmen 
which  compelled  them  to  retire  in  great  disorder.  The  hostile 
Indians  who  had  taken  a  position  on  rising  ground  near  the  site 
of  Fort  William  Henry,  were  soon  put  hors  du  combat  by  cannon 
fire  from  an  eminence  near  the  site  of  Fort  George. 

After  more  than  four  hours  of  fighting,  the  Frenchmen  re- 
treated, leaving  about  500  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field,  the 
latter  including  Baron  Dieskau.    The  colonist  lost  262  of  their 

*  Extending  across  the  southern  end  of  the  present  State  Reservation,  we  should 
judge. 
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own  niiniber  and  38  friendly  Indians  killed  and  wounded.  The 
dead  included  beside  Colonel  Williams  and  King  Hendrick,  Col- 
onel Titconib,  Major  Ashley,  Captain  Porter,  Captain  Ingersoll, 
Captain  Keyes  and  Captain  Maginnis.  Among  the  survivors  who 
afterward  became  famous  was  private  Israel  Putnam. 

The  battle  of  Lake  George,  which  was  the  only  military  success 
in  the  campaign  of  1755,  exerted  a  gre^it  influence  in  counteract- 
ing the  depressing  effects  of  Braddock's  defeat,  and  in  rallying 
the  spirit  of  the  American  colonies.  It  not  only  defeated  a  dan- 
gerous and  carefully  laid  plan  of  the  enemy,  and  contributed 
inestimably  to  the  ultimate  riddance  of  Latin  domination  in 
America,  but,  by  demonstrating  the  military  prowess  of  the 
American  colonists,  was  an  important  preparation  for  the  war 
for  independence.* 

OTHER  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATIONS. 

It  is  not  the  battle  of  Lake  George  alone  that  invests  the  State 
Eeservation  with  historic  interest.  Two  years  later  this  spot 
was  the  theatre  of  not  only  one  of  the  greatest  tragedies  of  the 
French  war,  but  one  of  the  darkest  acts  of  perfidy  in  history. 
On  August  3,  1757,  9,000  French,  under  Montcalm,  appeared  be- 
fore Fort  William  Henry,  which  had  been  built  in  the  fall  of 
1755,  and  which,  with  the  entrenched  camp  extending  over  the 
present  State  Reservation  and  the  eminence  where  Fort  George 
was  subsequently  built,  was  garrisoned  by  about  2,500  men  under 

*Blodget's  view  of  the  battle  of  Lake  George,  accompanying  this  report  (see  Map  R), 
may  be  studied  with  interest  in  connection  with  Map  G,  of  the  State  Reservation  and  en- 
virons. As  the  line  of  breastworks  "  10  "  in  view  R  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  lake,  it  probably  extended  across  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  Reserva- 
tion in  Map  G.  The  road  to  the  lake,  "  26  "  in  the  former,  is  substantially  identical 
with  the  Fort  George  road  in  the  latter.  Sir  William  Johnson's  headquarters  "  31  "  in 
the  former  are  similarly  indicated  in  the  latter.  The  easternmost  swamp  in  Map  G 
does  not  appear  in  Blodget's  view.  With  these  landmarks  for  guides,  the  location  of 
various  features  of  Blodget's  view  can  be  very  closely  approximated  on  Map  G. 
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Colonel  George  Munro.  x\fter  a  six  days'  siege,  receiving  no  aid 
from  Fort  Edward,  Munro  capitulated  on  honorable  terms.  It  was 
stipulated  that  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  consisting  of  about  500 
men,  should  at  once  march  out  with  the  honors  of  war  and  join 
their  comrades  in  the  entrenched  camp,  and  the  next  day  the 
English  forces  should  be  given  a  safe  escort  toward  Fort  Edward. 
No  sooner  had  the  English  left  the  fort  than  the  Indian  allies 
rushed  in  and  without  let  or  hindrance  butchered  the  sick  who 
were  left  behind.  This  was  but  a  bloody  prelude  to  the  tragedy 
of  the  next  day.  When  the  disarmed  and  defenseless  English 
marched  out  of  their  entrenchments,  the  Indians  fell  upon  them 
ruthlessly,  and  massacred  two  or  three  hundred  of  them  with 
some  women  and  babes.  This  work  of  800  savages,  while  ten 
times  that  number  of  disciplined  French  troops  were  available 
for  the  fulfillment  of  Montcalm's  promise  of  protection,  has  left 
an  indelible  stain  on  the  memory  of  the  French  commander.* 

In  1758,  General  Abercrombie  was  here  encamped  with  7,000 
regulars  and  10,000  provincials  before  this  fateful  expedition 
down  the  lake.  And  in  1759  this  was  the  starting  point  of  the 
successful  expedition  of  General  Amherst  against  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  foregoing  brief  outline  of  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  State  Reservation  and  neighborhood  is  sufficient  to  indicate 
the  sacred  character  of  this  soil.  To  your  committee  the  i)urchase 
of  some  nine  acres  of  land,  which  contain  nothing  but  a  few 
pasteboard  signs  to  indicate  its  character,  is  not  at  all  commen- 
surate with  the  historical  importance  of  the  spot  or  the  dignity 
of  the  State.  We  therefore  make  the  following  recommendations: 


*  This  massacre  forms  the  basis  of  Cooper's  romantic  novel,  "  The  Last  of  the  Mo- 
hicans," 
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1.  We  recommend  that  the  State  acquire  in  addition  to  its 
present  Reservation,  the  tract  of  land  lying  east  of  the  Fort 
George  road  and  bounded  by  said  road,  the  railroad  track_,  and 
a  line  continuous  with  the  southern  boundary  of  the  present 
Reservation.  This  tract  contains  about  IG  acres  of  unimproved 
land  and  should  not  cost  much.  Your  committee  has  been  unable 
to  get  from  the  agent  of  the  owners  an  estimate  of  the  price  at 
which  they  will  sell  this  property,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
the  taking  of  the  land  by  condemnation.  This  tract  contains  the 
interesting  ruins  of  Fort  George  and  the  site  of  Gen.  William 
Johnson's  headquarters. 

2.  We  recommend  that  the  ruins  of  Fort  George  be  cleared  of 
fallen  trees^  undergrowth  and  debris,  and  sufficiently  rehabili- 
tated to  prevent  further  inroads  of  the  elements,  and  that  a  suita- 
ble path  to  the  fort  from  the  highway  be  constructed. 

3.  We  recommend  that  a  resident  custodian  be  appointed  who 
shall  live  in  the  house  on  the  Reservation,  and  who  shall  give  his 
services  in  return  for  the  free  use  of  such  residence  and  the  barn, 
and  the  privilege  of  cultivating  a  small  garden.  We  regard  a 
resident  custodian  necessary,  not  only  to  prevent  vandalism,  but 
to  protect  the  buildings  a^nd  fences  from  destruction  by  fire 
caused  by  sparks  from  engines  on  the  neighboring  railroad.  Your 
committee  observed  evidences  of  an  extensive  conflagration  in 
the  woods  east  of  the  highway,  and  of  the  former  destruction  by 
fire  of  several  rods  of  fencing  of  the  Reservation. 

4.  We  recommend  that  over  the  Fort  George  roadway  at 
either  terminus  of  the  Reservation^  be  erected  a  substantial  and 
ornamental  sign,  indicating  the  historical  character  of  the  prop- 
erty; and  that  the  various  points  of  interest  in  the  Reservation^ 
such  as  the  lines  of  the  defenses,  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  William 
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Johnson  and  his  subordinates,  etc.,  etc.,  be  located  as  nearly  as 
possible^  under  the  supervision  of  the  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,  and  properly  in- 
dicated by  small  sign  boards. 

5.  And  we  recommend  that  substantial  encouragement  be 
given  to  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  its  undertaking  for  the 
erection  of  a  monument  on  the  Keservation,  for  which  purpose^ 
we  are  informed,  it  has  already  raised  several  thousand  dollars. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  AND  CARTOGRAPHY. 

For  the  assistance  of  any  committee  that  may  be  appointed  in 
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Dwight's  Travels  iu  Xew  England  and  New  York,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  3G1.* 
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Parkman's  Wolfe  and  Montcalm  in  Canada.    2  vols.* 
Pennsylvania  Archives,  2d  series,  vol.  VI,  pp.  267-299,  320,  324, 
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Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History,  vol.  3,  p.  11.* 
Poore's  French  Archives,  in  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Boston, 
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Potter,  C.  E.  Military  History  of  Xew  Hampsliire,  1623-1861,  be- 
ing part  I,  of  yol.  II,  of  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General  of 
Xew  Hampshire  for  1866. 
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Thompson,  Z.    Guide  to  Lake  George.  Lake  Champlain,  Montreal 

and  Quebec.    Burlington,  1S15.    21mo.  Map. 
Tilden's  Poems.    The  Christian  Hero.  1756. 

Van  Rensiselaer,  Cortlandt.  An  Hk^torical  Discourse  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Battle  of  Lake  George, 
1755.    Philadelphia,  1856.  8yo. 

Williams,  MSS.  of  Col.  Isreal.  In  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

MAPS. 

Blodget,  v^amuel.  Prospectiye  plan  of  the  battle  near  Lake 
George,  ou  the  eighth  day  of  September,  1755,  with  an  explana- 
tion thereof;  containing  a  full,  tho'  short  history  of  that  im- 
jjortant  affairs.  (This  map  wa^:  engrayed  by  Thonuis  Johnston 
and  published  in  Boston  in  1755.  It  was  re-engrayed  by  Jef- 
freys in  London,  by  act  of  parliament,  in  1756^  accompanied  by 
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68  [Assembly,  No.  78.} 

Clement,  Timothy.  A  print  of  Fort  George.* 
Gentlemen's  Magazine  for  November,  1755.* 
Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.^  oi  Boston.    Reprinted  Blodget's  map  with. 

a  descriptive  note.*  l 
Harper's  Magazine,  vol.  VII,  p.  161.* 

Jeffrey's  North  America.    London,  1768.    Containing  a  reproduc- 
tion of  Blodget's  map.* 
Langdon,  Samuel.    Manuscript  map  of  New  Hampshire  and  ad- 
jacent country.    In  Library  of  Congress. 
Ldring^  Joshua.    Draught  of  Lake  George,  etc.,  taken  September, 

1756.    In  Library  of  Congress. 
Memoires  sur  le  Canada,  1749-1760.    Published  by  the  Literary 

and  Historical  Society  of  Quebec.    An  inaccurate  plan.* 
Sayer  and  Bennet's  American  ^ililitary  Pocket  Atlas,  1776.  Map 

of  Lake  George  in  1756.* 
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All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  PARSONS,  Jr.,  New  York  city. 
CHARLES  S.  FRANCIS,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL,  New^  York  city. 

Committee. 


♦Books  and  maps  marked  thus  (*)  are  to  be  found  in  the  New  York  Public  Library.. 
Astor,  Lenox  and  Tilden  foundations. 
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PLATE  R. 


THE 


BATTLE   OF   LAKE  GEORGE. 

ITS  FAR-REACHING  INFLUENCE. 


HONORS  DUE  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  LYMAN  AND  RUGCLES. 


The  foregoing  report  on  the  battlefield  of  Lake  George  having 
iDeen  submitted  by  the  president  of  this  Society  to  Major-General 
Lewis  M.  Peck,  U.  S.  V.,  a  specialist  on  the  subject  of  the  battle 
of  Lake  George,  General  Peck  addressed  to  the  president  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  which  is  appended  as  a  valuable  supple- 
ment to  the  report  itself: 

New  York,  February  21,  1900. 

The  Hon.  Andrew  H.  Green^  President  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and  Objects,  211  Broad- 
icay,  Nmc  York: 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  been  much  impressed  by  the  report  of  your 
committee  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  on  the  subject  of  the 
battlefield  of  Lake  George.  Its  author  appears  to  have  had  ac- 
cess to  documents  little  known  to  me.  He  seems  to  have  dug  to 
the  bottom  facts  with  great  diligence  and  has  shown  unusual 
-ability  and  accuracy  in  the  narration  of  events  and  great  skill  in 
the  selection  of  illustrations. 

I  note  with  special  satisfaction,  however — the  satisfaction  fre- 
quently experienced  by  men  of  one  idea — how  this  lucid  and  terse 
historic  statement  substantiates  an  old  conviction  of  mine  con- 
cerning the  far-reaching  consequences  of  this  comparatively  ob- 
scure but  vastly  important  event  in  American  and  English  an- 
nals. 
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The  victory  at  Lake  George  on  September  S,  1755^  was  a  seed 
sown  almost  unnoticed  by  contemporaries,  and  its  fruits  are  too. 
little  recognized  even  now.  A  careful  study  of  the  battle,  in  its 
relation  to  preceding  and  succeeding  events,  has  convinced  me^ 
as  it  must  convince  any  one  who  will  patiently  investigate  the 
subject,  that  this  battle  profoundly  and  fundamentally  affected 
the  destinies  of  the  entire  English-speaking  world  on  both  sides 
of  the  ocean.  This  unheralded  victory  of  a  few  provincials,  un- 
aided by  any  regular  British  soldiers,  supplemented  by  the 
triumph  of  Wolfe  at  Quebec,  in  1759,  determined  the  dominance 
of  our  self-governing  race  on  this  hemisphere. 

One  effect  of  the  victory  of  Lake  George  was  the  advent  into 
power  of  Pitt^  to  become  the  great  commoner  and  the  guiding 
genius  of  the  people  in  the  colonies  and  at  home.  Pitt  was  called 
*'the  great  commoner"  in  derision  because  instinctively  the  rotten 
borough  lords  of  England  knew  that  his  rise  meant  their  falL 
In  temporary  submission  to  him  they  simply  clutched  at  a  straw, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  rid  themselves  of  him — whence  came,  did 
it  not,  American  Independence  in  1783,  and,  after  another  pro- 
longed struggle  against  advancing  democracy  at  home,  the  great 
English  reform  of  "rotten  boroughism"  in  1832.  In  the  latter 
we  witness  the  final  birththroe  of  a  government  by  the  people  for 
the  English  themselves. 

If  all  this  has  flowed  from  the  great  struggle  of  1753-1763, 
then  it  is  due  potentially  to  the  seed  sown  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
George,  which  opened  the  way  for  Chatham's  achievements.  In 
Carlyle's  ''Shooting  Niagara"  I  see  little  else  than  the  same  in- 
tense conviction  "that  America  is  but  little  further  advanced  on 
the  new  road  of  all  power,  upon  which  the  British  also  are  as 
rapidly  following  as  their  circumstances  and  surroundings  per- 
mit." 

*»*»*** 

Turning  now  from  the  consideration  of  the  general  results 
flowing  from  the  battle  of  Lake  George  to  a  consideration  of  the 
battle  itself,  it  is  interesting  and  gratifying  to  every  lover  of 
truths  to  observe  the  justice  with  which  modern  history  is  ad- 
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justing  the  honors  for  the  victory.  By  an  ingeniously  worded  re- 
port, Johnson,  the  nominal  commander  of  the  provincal  troops, 
appropriated  all  the  glory  and  was  showered  with  the  titular  and 
pecuniary  rewards  of  Parliament.  But  Johnson  was  wounded 
in  the  thigh  early  in  the  battle  and  retired  to  his  tent,  leaving  the 
little  band  of  provincials  with  their  self-elected  leaders,  whose 
valor  consecrates  the  historic  ground  at  Lake  George,  to  fight 
the  battle  for  themselves.  History  has  sifted  the  truth,  and  so 
shifted  the  once  accepted  but  impetuous  verdict  of  a  British 
House  of  Lords  as  to  bring  the  names  of  forgotten  worthies  into 
proper  prominence. 

No  question  being  settled  until  it  is  settled  rightly,  the  question 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  or  persons  on  whom  the  battle  of 
Lake  George  turned  was  unsettled  until  the  first  President 
Dwight  of  Yale  college  convincingly  demonstrated  that  his  uncle, 
Phineas  Lyman,  was  the  real  and  responsible  commander,  after 
the  nominal  one  had  retired  to  his  tent  on  account  of  a  flesh 
wound  which  did  not  incapacitate  him.  Historians  not  only  now 
accept  DTNight'S  theory,  but  a  cursory  examination  of  Johnson's 
own  report  confirms  it  by  Johnson's  omissions.  The  question, 
who  was  the  real  leader,  the  real  hero,  who  continued  the  fight 
for  hours  until  it  ended  victoriously,  may  be  considered  as  settled 
in  favor  of  those  whom  Johnson  intended  to  deprive  of  honor  by 
his  failure  to  commend  them.  History  has  also  discerned  the 
motive  which  halted  all  further  military  operations  upon  various 
pretenses,  until  the  coveted  honors  and  wealth  had  been  cribbed. 
Thereafter,  little  is  heard  of  Johnson,  while  now  a  good  deal 
more  is  heard  of  Lyman  and  Buggies,  who  come  to  a  belated  re- 
nown after  the  premature  honors  of  a  self-seeking  co-laborer 
have  faded  away. 

The  conclusion  is  unavoidable  that  General  and  Colonel  Tim- 
othy Buggies,  as  well  as  General  and  Colonel  Lyman  and  General 
and  Colonel  Johnson,  must  be  commemorated  alike,  or  else  the 
Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and  Historic  Places  and 
Objects  will  have  failed  in  one  of  its  most  essential  and  important 
functions.    Buggies'  subsequent  military  eminence  under  Am- 
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lierst,  bis  conspicuous  civil  renown  as  a  jurist  and  one  of 
America's  ablest  parliamentarians,  bespeak  for  bim  tbis  rejuve- 
nation of  bis  fame.  He  was,  beyond  doubt,  one  of  tbe  cbief 
agencies  upon  wbicb  bas  so  sbarply  turned  tbe  greatest  and  al- 
most unimaginable  destinies  of  our  race.  It  does  not  matter  tbat 
bis  bones  are  moulderijig  witb  tbose  of  tbe  exiled  Nova  Scotia 
loyalists.  He  was  a  "bar  of  iron,"  as  Napoleon  said  of  an  enemy 
wbom  be  could  not  bend.  Circumstances  made  bim  a  bar  of  iron 
in  tbat  struggle  wbicb  practically  gained  tbe  ascendancy  of  our 
race  on  tbis  continent,  and  tbe  same  inflexible  circumstances 
tbat  now  compel  tbe  recognition  of  tbe  battlefield  of  Lake  George 
as  tbe  birtbplace  of  Anglo-Saxon  ascendancy  in  America  demand 
bis  conspicuous  recognition  among  tbe  dramatis  personae  of  tbat 
great  bistorical  drama. 

******* 

Xo  more  admirable  monograpb  bas  been  brougbt  to  my  notice 
tban  tbat  embraced  in  tbe  report  about  to  be  submitted  to  tbe 
autborities  of  tbe  State.  It  is  a  new  demonstration  of  tbe  propo- 
sition, as  I  bave  said,  tbat  tbe  battle  of  Lake  George  was  one  of 
tbose  little  events^  unnoticed  by  contemporaries,  and  little  under- 
stood by  succeeding  generations,  but  tbe  germ  and  true  origin  of 
gigantic  results  and  a  decisive  turning  point  to  tbe  most  trans- 
cendent destinies  of  our  national  existence. 

Very  sincerely, 

LEWIS  M.  PECK. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scenic  and 
Historic  Places  and  Objects 

ox  THE 

BATTLEFIELD    OF  STONY  POINT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

ON 

The  Stony  Point  Reservation. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  Scoiic 
and  Historic  Places  and  Objects: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Ston}'  Point  Battle- 
ground, which  has  been  committed  to  the  trusteeship  of  this  Soci- 
ety by  the  State  of  Xew  York,  and  make  recommendations  con- 
cerning the  care  and  improvement  of  the  same,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port as  follows: 

PURCHASE  OF  THE  RESERVATION. 

At  the  request  of  this  Society,  the  State  of  Xew  York,  by 
chapter  764  of  the  Laws  of  1897,  and  chapters  202  and  302  of  the 
Laws  of  1898,  appropriated  >^25,000  for  the  acquisition  of  the  his- 
toric Stony  Point  Peninsula  and  authorized  its  committal  to  the 
care  of  this  Society,  which  Society,  by  its  act  of  incorporation 
(chapter  166  of  the  Laws  of  1895)  is  expressly  authorized  to  be- 
come the  public  trustee  of  scenic  and  historic  places  and  objects. 
By  the  advice  and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Society  the  Comp- 
troller was  able  to  consummate  the  purchase  of  33.7  acres  for 
the  sum  of  |21,o00,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  |3,500  in 
the  State's  treasury. 
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LOCATION  AND  DESCRIPTION. 

The  property  thus  acquired  by  the  State  is  the  major  portion 
of  the  Stony  Point  Peninsula,  jutting  into  the  Hudson  river  from 
its  western  shore,  about  38  miles  north  of  New  York  city  and 
about  12  miles  south  of  West  Point.  (See  plate  T.)  This  rocky 
promontory  was  formerly  separated  from  the  main  land  by  a 
marsh,  which  was  threaded  by  a  small  stream  navigable  at  high 
tide  by  row-boats  and  was  crossed  about  midway  by  a  narrow 
causeway  or  Mud  Bridge."  This  marsh  has  latterly  become 
partially  filled  up,  and  is  now  low,  swampy  ground  filled  with 
brakes,  rushes  and  low  shrubbery.  Within  the  bounds  made 
by  the  river  and  the  marsh  the  surface  is  extremely  bold  and 
rocky,  rising  rapidly  from  the  swamp  toward  the  apex  of  the 
peninsula  and  becoming  very  precipitous  on  the  shores.  (See 
plates  U  and  V.)  At  its  highest  point  it  has  an  elevation  of  ' 
about  150  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river. 

The  location  is  one  of  such  commanding  importance  that  the 
United  States  light-house  service  has  acquired  jurisdiction  of 
about  nine  acres  at  the  extremity  of  the  promontory  and  erected 
thereon,  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the  site  of  the  old  Revolutionary 
fort  and  upon  the  site  of  its  magazine,  a  government  beacon  for 
the  guidance  of  passing  vessels.  A  portion  of  the  lighthouse 
reservation  is  cleared,  and  upon  it  may  be  seen,  in  excellent  state 
of  preservation,  some  of  the  ravelins  which  protected  the  fort 
from  the  river  side. 

Through  a  deep,  artificial  cut  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
peninsula  runs  the  West  Shore  railroad,  the  nearest  station  of 
which,  called  Stony  Point,  is  but  five  or  ten  minutes'  walk  south 
of  the  Point.  The  property  of  the  State  lies  between  the  railroad 
<iut  and  the  lighthouse  property,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  as 
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represented  in  tlie  accompanying'  map,  plate  S:  Beginning  on 
the  south  side  of  Stony  Point  Peninsula,  at  high  water  mark  of 
the  Hudson  river,  and  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  land  owned 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  running  thence 
along  said  land  north  3J  degrees  west  965  feet,  to  the  north  side 
of  said  peninsula  and  to  high  water  mark  of  the  Hudson  river; 
thence  westerly  along  said  high  water  mark  about  1,065  feet,  to 
land  of  John  Teneycke;  thence  southerly  along  said  land  about 
500  feet,  to  the  land  of  the  West  Shore  Kailroad  Company;  thence 
southerly  along  said  railroad  land  about  758  feet  to  the  line 
separating  the  up-land  on  the  north  from  the  marsh-land  on  the 
south;  thence  easterly  along  said  line  about  550  feet  to  the  Hud- 
son river;  thence  along  the  high  water  mark  of  said  river  east- 
erly about  830  feet,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  containing  33.7 
acres  more  or  less.    (See  plate  S.) 

The  State  property,  as  before  stated,  is  extremely  bold  and 
rocky  and  is  thickly  overgrown  with  evergreens  and  deciduous 
trees.  With  the  exception  of  a  wagon  road  leading  by  the  short- 
est route  from  the  main  land  on  the  south  to  the  lighthouse,  and 
heretofore  maintained  by  the  lighthouse  authorities,  the  ground 
is  almost  inaccessible,  there  being  no  foot  paths  and  the  inter- 
vals between  the  trees  being  filled  so  thickly  with  low  shrubbery 
and  briers  as  to  be  almost  impassable,  except  to  the  enterprising 
explorer  seeking  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  historic 
eminence,  or  to  the  predatory  neighbor  seeking  timber,  fire-wood 
or  Christmas  trees  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  The  rudiments 
of  tw^o  or  three  ancient  roads  are  indicated  by  dotted  lines  in 
the  accompanying  map,  but  the  roads  themselves  are  almost  in- 
distiguishable  in  the  thicket  of  undergrowth.  Buried  in  the 
trees  is  a  small  dilapidated  and  uninhabited  frame  structure,. 
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ill  conipaiiionsliip  with  a  primitive  cattle-shed  in  a  liarmonious 
state  of  ruination.  On  the  northern  water-front  is  the  substance 
of  a  dock  of  stone  and  timber,  which  with  proper  repair  may 
be  made  to  afford  a  landing  for  the  deepest-draught  river  steam- 
boats, as  it  did  at  the  time  of  the  centennial  celebration  in  1879. 

The  river  between  Stony  Point  and  Verplanck's  Point,  on  the 
opposite  eastern  shore,  is  but  half  a  mile  wide.  To  the  south 
the  stream  expands  into  the  majestic  Haverstraw  bay,  five  miles 
wide,  the  broadest  part  of  the  river.  On  the  w^estern  shore  of 
the  bay  the  High  Torn  mountain,  820  feet  high,  foreshadows  the 
sublimity  of  the  famous  scenery  which  the  traveler  from  the 
south  is  approaching;  while  on  the  eastern  shore  spreads  out  a 
smiling  landscape  of  beautiful  hills,  peaceful  intervals  and  thriv- 
ing villages.  To  the  north  of  Stony  Point  is  Peekskill  bay,  above 
which  on  either  side  of  the  river  tower  the  giant  sentinels  of  the 
Highland  passage — the  Donderberg,  1,098  feet  high,  on  the  west- 
ern bank;  and  Anthony's  Xose,  1,220  feet  high,  on  the  eastern. 
(See  Plate  W.) 

Whichever  way  one  looks  his  eye  rests  on  ground  made  classic 
by  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  country  and  upon  scenes 
abounding  in  reminders  of  the  truthful  chronicles  of  the  historian 
and  the  legendary  fancies  of  the  poet  and  romancer.  Mad 
Anthony  Wayne's  picturesque  and  daring  exploit,  Arnold's 
treason,  Andre's  capture,  the  vagaries  of  the  "  bulbous-bottomed 
Dutch  goblin,"  the  fearful  apparitions  of  the  phantom  "  storm 
ship  "  and  a  hundred  other  histories  and  fictions  invest  the  region 
with  a  fascinating  interest  second  to  that  of  no  other  on  the 
Hudson. 
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REVOLUTIONARY  HISTORY. 

A  brief  description  of  the  specific  events  which  give  the  Stony 
Point  reservation  its  peculiar  interest  is  essential  to  an  under- 
standing of  the  historical  value  of  the  property  acquired  by  the 
State  and  an  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  recommenda- 
tions with  which  your  committee  concludes  this  report. 

In  the  first  place,  Stony  Point  was  famous  as  the  western 
terminus  of  the  King's  Ferry,  one  of  those  important  connections 
iDetween  the  Xew  England  and  other  States  during  the  revolu- 
tionary period  which  it  was  the  great  ambition  of  the  British  com- 
mander to  sever.  Back  and  forth  across  this  ferry  passed  nearly 
all  of  the  conspicuous  figures  in  the  drama  of  the  American 
revolution,  from  the  great  commander-in-chief  and  "  Father  of  his 
country,"  down  to  the  abhorred  traitor  and  the  unfortunate  vic- 
tim of  his  plot. 

The  ferry  was  guarded  on  the  west  by  Stony  Point  and  on  the 
east  by  Fort  Fayette  on  Verplanck's  Point,  the  former  incom- 
pletely fortified  and  garrisoned  by  only  forty  men  in  the  spring  of 
1779,  and  the  latter  garisoned  by  seventy  men.  On  May  30,  1779, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  sailed  up  the  river  with  a  strong  force,  before 
which  the  little  guard  at  Stony  Point  retired  without  resistance. 
The  British  then  turned  the  guns  across  the  river  upon  Ver- 
planck's  Point,  and  with  the  cooperation  of  a  land  attack,  com- 
pelled the  surrender  of  Fort  Fayette.  The  terms  of  capitulation 
offered  in  behalf  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  on  this  occasion  were 
signed  by  John  Andre,  who,  two  years  later,  was  to  cross  this 
same  ferry  in  disguise,  in  his  unsuccessful  effort  to  reach  the 
British  lines  with  the  traitorous  secrets  imparted  by  Benedict 
Arnold. 
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The  loss  of  these  outposts  was  greatly  lamented  by  Washing- 
ton, the  more  so  as  it  was  followed  by  a  series  of  British  depre- 
dations in  Connecticut  which  it  was  important  to  counteract. 
Washington  therefore  determined  upon  their  recapture.  Mean- 
while, the  British  had  greatly  enlarged  and  strengthened  the 
fortifications  of  Stony  Point,  supplied  them  with  provisions,  and 
munitions,  and  garrisoned  them  with  the  Seventeenth  Regiment 
of  Foot,  the  Grenadier  Companies  of  the  Seventy-first  and  some 
artillery,  the  whole  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John- 
son of  the  Seventh.  Perched  in  their  craggy  fortress,  like  eagles 
in  their  nest,  protected  on  two  sides  by  the  Hudson  river  in  which 
British  gunboats  rode  at  anchor,  and  on  the  inshore  side  by  a 
dangerous  morass  crossed  only  by  a  narrow  causeway,  the  British 
position  was  well  nigh  impregnable.  The  recapture  of  the  posi- 
tion was  entrusted  by  General  Washington  to  Gen.  Anthonys 
Wayne,  a  man  of  indomitable  courage,  who  is  recorded  as  having 
declared  to  the  commander-in-chief  that  he  would  not  hesitate  to 
storm  the  kingdom  of  Satan  if  only  Washington  w^ould  plan  it. 

On  July  15,  in  a  broiling  hot  sun,  Wayne  stealthily  moved  about 
1,400  light  infantry  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Montgomery  down  to 
a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  Stony  Point,  and  at  night- 
fall silently  crept  toward  his  prey.  Every  dog  in  the  neighborhood 
had  been  killed,  and  as  a  further  precaution  against  a  premature- 
alarm,  the  American  muskets  were  unloaded  and  the  men  enjoined 
to  rely  solely  on  their  bayonets.  To  prevent  the  mistaking  of 
friends  for  enemies,  each  American  fixed  a  piece  of  white  paper  in 
his  hat.  About  midnight,  all  of  Wayne's  men,  except  300  reserves 
under  General  Muhlenberg,  crossed  the  morass  in  three  divisions. 
The  right  column,  consisting  of  700  men  and  commanded  hj 


Plate  V.— Sottherx  Sn>E  of  stony  Point.  Looking  West. 
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Wayne  himself,  crossed  the  lower  end  of  the  morass  at  a  fordabh^ 
phice  on  the  beach,  in  the  following  order:  A  van  of  150  men  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleurv,  20  of  whom  composed  the  "  Forlorn 
hope  "  under  Lieutenant  Knox,  Colonel  Febiger's  regiment,  Col- 
onel Meigs'  regiment,  and  Major  Hull's  detachment.  The  left 
column,  consisting  of  300  men  under  Colonel  Butler,  forded  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  marsh  and  stole  around  the  northern 
shore,  led  by  their  van  of  100  men  under  Major  Stewart,  20  of 
whom,  under  Lieutenant  Gibbon,  composed  the  Forlorn  hope.'' 
Two  companies  under  Major  Murfree  crossed  the  causeway  about 
the  middle  of  the  sw^amp.  As  soon  as  the  shots  of  the  enemy's 
pickets  apprised  ^Eurfree  that  Wayne's  approach  had  been  dis- 
covered, he  began  a  violent  feint  in  the  center,  his  men  being  the 
only  Americans  permitted  to  fire  their  guns.  Meanwhile,  the 
right  and  left  columns,  still  without  loading,  picking  their  w^ay  up 
the  precipitous  rocks  like  mountain  goats,  amidst  a  terrific  fire  of 
grape-shot  and  musketry,  pressed  steadily  upward,  tore  their  way 
through  a  double  line  of  abatis,  passed  to  the  breastworks,  cut 
away  the  pickets,  cleared  the  chevaux  de  frise  at  the  sally  port, 
mounted  the  parapet,  and  entered  the  fort  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet, shouting,  by  pre-arrangement,  ^'The  Fort's  Our  Own."  The 
American  casualties  were  15  killed  and  83  wounded,  Wayne  being 
among  the  latter.  The  British  lost  63  killed  and  surrendered  543 
officers  and  men,  including  their  wounded. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  two  plans  of  the  capture,  Y  and  Z. 
The  outline  and  plan  of  fortifications  in  plate  Y  are  prepared  from 
a  smaller  plan  in  Lossing's  "  Pictorial  Field-Book  of  the  Kevolu- 
tion,"  but  the  lines  showing  the  American  approach  are  laid  down 
from  the  latest  available  authorities.    Plate  Z  is  drawn  on  a 
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greatly  reduced  scale  from  a  British  map  in  the  collection  of  war 
maps  of  the  late  General  U.  S.  Grant  by  permission  of  his  son, 
Brigadier-General  F.  D.  Grant,  U.  S.  V.  This  latter  map,  made 
from  deliberate  surveys  of  British  engineers  while  in  possession  of 
the  Point,  is  valuable  for  its  topographical  data  and  for  the  loca- 
tion of  fortifications;  but  in  indicating  that  Wayne's  right  column 
struck  inside  of  the  second  line  of  abatis  it  is  apparently  in  error. 

Although  the  Americans  subsequently  dismantled  the  fort,  and, 
for  strategic  reasons,  withdrew  their  armament  and  stores  to  the 
Highlands,  the  re-capture  had  served  the  valuable  purpose  con- 
templated, namely,  of  checking  the  enemy,  counteracting  Ms 
movements  in  Connecticut  and  inspiriting  the  American  cause. 

The  Point  will  always  stand  as  one  of  nature's  rugged  monu- 
ments to  an  audacious  military  exploit  that  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  feats  of  the  revolutionary  war;  and  to  this 
day,  not  only  civilians,  but  military  veterans  go  miles  out  of  their 
way  to  visit  the  spot  where  Mad  "  Anthony  Wayne  and  his 
heroic  comrades  earned  the  golden  tributes  of  Congress  and  the 
rapturous  applause  of  the  nation. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Since  the  committal  of  this  property  to  the  care  of  the  Society, 
the  Society  has,  at  its  own  expense,  erected  signs  of  warning,  and 
employed  a  watchman,  at  the  nominal  compensation  of  two  dol- 
lars a  week,  to  warn  off  trespassers;  but  the  limited  financial  re- 
sources of  the  Society  will  not  at  present  permit  the  undertaking 
of  improvements  which  appear  to  be  necessary  to  render  the 
property  accessible  to  the  public  and  to  give  the  people  the 
benefit  of  the  money  already  expended  for  its  purchase.  Those 
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improvements  need  not  inyolve  the  expenditure  of  any  great 
amount  of  money,  and  may  briefly  be  stated  as  follows. 

1.  The  clearing  out  of  the  undergrowth. 

2.  The  judicious  opening  of  a  few  vistas  through  the  densest 
growths  of  trees  so  that  adequate  river  views  can  be  obtained. 

3.  The  construction  of  a  carriage  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
reservation. 

4.  The  construction  of  a  few  simple  rustic  foot-paths. 

5.  The  erection  of  a  pavilion  or  shelter  for  picnic  parties, 
similar  to  that  in  Van  Cortlandt  park,  New  York  city. 

6.  The  provision  of  proper  sanitary  conveniences  for  public 
comfort. 

7.  The  rehabilitation  of  the  old  dock. 

8.  The  identification  and  relocation  of  the  revolutionary  fortifi- 
cations. The  latter,  it  is  believed,  can  be  done  from  maps  still 
extant  by  the  Engineer  Corps  at  the  West  Point  Military  academy, 
the  superintendent  of  the  academy  having  expressed  his  readiness 
to  co-operate  in  this  work  if  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  can  be  secured. 

It  seems  to  your  committee  no  more  than  just  that  if  this  So- 
ciety assumes  the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  this  reservation, 
and  gives  its  advice  and  supervision  as  a  public  trustee  without 
compensation,  the  State  should  supply  the  means  for  making  the 
physical  improvements.  To  the  end.  therefore,  that  the  forego- 
ing recommendations,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  practicable, 
may  be  carried  out,  we  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Society 
petition  the  next  Legislature  for  the  appropriation  of  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  |3,500  referred  to  on  the  first  page  of  this  re- 
port, and  that  the  President  appoint  a  committee  of  three,  whose 
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duty  it  shall  be  to  secure  the  reintroduction  and  passage  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  bill  for  this  purpose,  which  was  passed  by  the 
last  Assembly  (No.  1392),  but  which  failed  to  pass  the  Senate. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  PARSONS,  Jr., 
H.  K.  BUSH-BROWN, 
GEORGE  F.  KUNZ, 
EDWARD  HAGAMAN  HALL, 

Committee. 


Plate  Y.— Plan  of  the  Capture  of  Stony  Point,  July  15-16,  1779. 

A.  American  right  column,  led  by  General  Wayne. 

B.  American  left  column,  under  Colonel  Butler. 

C.  Detachment  under  Major  Murfree,  crossing  the  mud  bridge  or  causeway. 

D.  Fort. 


Plate  Z.— A  Plan  of  the  Surprise  of  Stoxy  Point, 

By  a  detachment  of  the  American  Army,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  on 
July  15,  1779,  from  surveys  of  Wm.  Simpson,  Lieutenant  Seventeenth  Regiment,  and 
D.  Campbell,  Lieutenant  Forty-second  Regiment;  by  John  Hills,  Lieutenant  Twenty- 
third  Regiment,  and  Assistant  Engineer. 

Drawn  on  a  reduced  scale  from  a  British  map  with  the  foregoing  title  in  the  collection 
of  military  maps  of  the  late  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  by  permission  of  his  son,  Brigadier- 
General  Frederick  D.  Grant,  U.  S.  V. 


